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From Pastor’s Desk:
Thursday Morning Prayer Gathering

“This kind can come out only through prayer.” — Mark 9:29

These are the words Jesus spoke to his disciples after they had struggled to help a boy tormented by an
unclean spirit. His words remind us of the fundamental and essential role prayer plays in God’s work
among us.

If we truly believe in a living God who is present and active in our daily lives, prayer should be at the
heart of the church community. Yet, unfortunately, many churches—especially many denominational
churches—have gradually lost the practice of praying together. During my years of pastoral ministry in
the United States, I have witnessed signs of this decline in communal prayer. In many churches, there is
little conversation about prayer experiences or prayer life because prayer is often considered something
personal and private. Yet the Bible teaches us that prayer is not only personal; it is also communal. In
some churches, gatherings devoted simply to prayer have disappeared to the point that the idea of
meeting together just to pray can now feel unfamiliar or even uncomfortable.

Throughout the Gospels, however, Jesus shows us through both his teaching and his example how
crucial prayer is. When Jesus cleansed the temple, driving out the merchants and overturning their
tables, he declared:

“My house shall be called a house of prayer.” — Matthew 21:13

Our church leaders and I have been thinking and talking about ways to revitalize the prayer life of our
congregation and to make Jesus’ words a living reality in our church. After many conversations and
much brainstorming, we came to one simple conclusion: Let’s gather and begin praying together.
Rather than beginning with another campaign or study about prayer,
we believe the best way to strengthen our prayer life is simply to begin
praying with those who are willing. Prayer is not something we learn
only by talking about it. We learn to pray by praying.

Ultimately, God alone can renew the church, and God works
through the prayers of God’s people. This is what we see in the early
church in the book of Acts: believers gathered together, prayed
together, and opened themselves to the work of the Holy Spirit.

Beginning Thursday, October 8, at 8:30 AM, we will gather every Thursday morning in the
sanctuary for prayer. We will sit together in a small circle, read a short passage of Scripture, and reflect
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on it through conversation. Then we will share prayer concerns from our church and community.
Afterward, we will spread out throughout the sanctuary and spend time in personal prayer, accompanied
by quiet Christian piano music.

I know some of you may feel a little uncomfortable or intimidated by this kind of gathering, even though
you deeply believe that prayer is essential to our faith. If that describes you, I simply encourage you to
come and give it a try. Come, sit with other members of our church family, listen, reflect, and pray.
Sometimes we learn something important not simply by studying it, but by practicing it. Prayer is one
of those things.

Let us become more fully what Jesus calls the church to be: a house of prayer.

New Sermon Series: “"Discipleship”

Making disciples is the primary mission of the church. Many of you are probably familiar with this idea
because our denomination—and I as your pastor—have emphasized it often. You can also find this
language throughout our church, including in our bulletin and on our church signs.

But making disciples does not simply mean inviting other people to follow Jesus. It also means allowing
ourselves to become more like Jesus by learning and practicing his way of life. In fact, the second part
may be even more important than the first, because one of the most powerful ways we can invite others
to follow Jesus is by showing through our own lives what it means to follow him. From this perspective,
discipleship—believing in and following Jesus—is deeply connected to our everyday lives.

In reality, however, many Christians separate their spiritual or church
life from their daily and personal life. Faith becomes one area of life that g/ <+
we call “religion.” This can lead to what people sometimes call “Sunday ﬁ“\“‘ pRECMONERERLES
Christianity”—a way of living in which coming to worship once a week is 3%
considered the main religious responsibility, while offerings, service, and DlSC] leShl
participation in church activities become occasional obligations. In this _‘ Following Iesusm Daily szc
kind of Christianity, people think about God and their spiritual life while
they are at church, but once they leave the church building, they return to
living according to their own plans, priorities, and desires—as though God
remains behind at church.

OcroBer & NOVEMBER

I do not believe that this description fully represents us. Yet it is still
worth asking ourselves some challenging questions. Are we completely
free from these tendencies? Do we take the way of Jesus seriously enough
to allow it to shape every part of our daily lives? Do we ask what God’s
way looks like in our homes, families, schools, workplaces, relationships, and communities? Do our daily
routines reflect the way of Jesus? If we cannot confidently answer “yes” to all of these questions, it does
not mean that we are terrible Christians. It simply means that there is still room for us to grow as
followers of Jesus. And growth is an essential part of discipleship.

For this reason, I have prepared a new sermon series for October and November -called
“Discipleship.” Through this series, I hope we will have an opportunity to return to some of the most
basic and important elements of our spiritual journey and consider them through the lens of everyday
life. We will explore questions such as: What does it really mean to follow Jesus in our daily lives? What
is the relationship between Jesus, who lived two thousand years ago, and my life today? What does it
mean to have faith in God? How can prayer shape and transform our daily lives? How can reading the
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Bible become more than simply gaining knowledge and instead help us become more like Christ?

This fall, I invite you to explore with me the deeper meaning of following Jesus—not only on Sundays,
but in every part of our daily lives. Let us continue growing together as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Course: “"Alpha”

Preaching is one of the traditional and powerful ways the church teaches about God and the way of God.
However, preaching alone is not always enough to transform our lives. Because preaching is primarily a
one-way form of communication, people may not always have enough opportunity to reflect deeply on
how God’s message connects with their own lives—especially in our busy and noisy world.

When it comes to discipleship—following the way of Jesus in our
daily lives—conversation is especially important. Each person’s life
situation, questions, struggles, and experiences are different. We
need opportunities not only to listen, but also to reflect, ask
questions, and learn from one another.

For this reason, I have decided to offer a small-group discipleship
course called “Alpha” for those who are interested in thinking
more deeply about what it means to follow Jesus. Alpha is a video-
based course that explores some of the fundamental questions of life and faith, including the meaning of
life, faith, Jesus, the Bible, prayer, and the Holy Spirit. Rather than simply giving participants a long
lecture, Alpha raises meaningful questions and encourages honest conversation and personal reflection.

The course was originally designed for people who are curious about Christianity, new to the Christian
faith, or unsure about what they believe. However, I have found that it can also be very helpful for
longtime Christians who want to revisit the foundations of their faith and renew their spiritual journey.

I have not yet finalized the exact starting date and time. Tentatively, I am considering Sundays at
11:00 AM, beginning in mid-October. I will share more detailed information before the course
begins. There is no required reading or preparation in advance. All you need is an open mind, a willing
spirit, and a desire to grow in faith. Each session will last about one hour.

If you are interested in joining this discipleship course, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex.

October Worship

On the first Sunday of the month, October 4, we will celebrate World Communion Sunday. On
this special Sunday, we remember and celebrate the unity of the worldwide church around Christ’s table,
transcending differences of nation, culture, language, race, and denomination. To make this celebration
especially meaningful, we will share Holy Communion in both English and Spanish, with Rev. Eliud
Martinez joining Pastor Ho Lee in serving at the Lord’s Table. To
highlight our unity in diversity, the Communion elements will include
traditional Latin American food and drink.

On the third Sunday, October 18, we will celebrate Laity Sunday.
The United Methodist Church recognizes that ministry belongs not
only to pastors, but to all God’s people. Traditionally, the third Sunday
of October is set aside to celebrate the important ministry and calling °
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of the laity. As part of this celebration, we will have a special recognition of lay ministry, and Lay
Preacher Denise Shaffer will bring the message. On the same Sunday, we will also joyfully welcome
Jeff and Lisa O. as new members of Covenant UMC after they complete the New Member Class.

On the last Sunday of the month, October 25, our Sunday School children will take part in a special
offering for UNICEF. During Children’s Time, the children will collect coins from the congregation
using their Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF boxes. This has become a new Halloween tradition at Covenant
since 2024. Please remember to bring some coins to church that Sunday! If you would like, you are also
welcome to bring some candy to share with the children after worship in the Fellowship Hall. In fact,
some of our children are already looking forward to it!

October Worship and Sermon

DATE CALENDAR SERMON WORSHIP
10/ World -Sermon: - Communion with Rev. Eliud Martinez
4 Communion “On the Unity of the Church” - Offering: “Banana Project”
10/11 20h Sunday  -Sermon: - Choir
after Pentecost “Discipleship 1” - Offering: “Banana Project”
- Bell Choir
-Guest Preacher: - New Member Ceremony

10/18 Laity Sunday “Lay Preacher Denise S.” - Prayer for Laity Ministry

- Offering: “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”

oond Sunday . - Choir
10/25 after Sffrmop' . - Sunday School Special Offering: UNICEF
Pentecost Discipleship 2

- Offering: “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”

Small Group Ministry Update:
Trillium Small Group

Trillium, a small group focused on God and nature, plans monthly outdoor excursions open to the
congregation, including family or friends. Next up:

History of High CIliff State Park, Saturday, September 26. Attend a program by a park
naturalist detailing the fascinating history of the land occupied by the current state park along the
shore of Lake Winnebago near Sherwood, WI. Enjoy also the views and the huge statue of Winnebago
tribal leader Red Bird. Depart from church at 11 a.m., sack lunch at noon, and program starts at 1
p.m. No signup needed, but contact the church office if transportation is needed. An admission
sticker or daily vehicle fee is required to enter the park. This event is ADA accessible.

Crane Discovery Center at the International Crane Foundation, Saturday, October 24, near
Baraboo, WI. Enjoy the autumn colors on the drive, then see and learn
about the cranes and work of this highly reputable organization. This
date is their “Good Neighbor Day,” when the usual $14.50 admission fee
is waived with the donation of a non-perishable (human) food item, to
be utilized at an area food pantry. After sack lunch, consider adding on
an optional afternoon visit to sites in the area, such as nearby Wisconsin
Dells, Devil’s Lake State Park, or the free Wisconsin River ferry at Merrimac. Leave church at 9
a.m. and don’t forget a sack lunch. This event is also fully ADA accessible.
Need more info? Feel free to contact the church office, Jeff Strong, or Bill Dekker.

Submitted by Jeff Strong




Food and Fellowship

Our September meeting will be on September 23rd. We will be enjoying Pizza from Poco Pizza.
This will be another simple and low cleanup meal for us. That just gives us more time to talk and
share. Although dinner at Sebastian's was a great meal, we did have to behave ourselves. I am sure
our conversation will be a little louder and probably involve the Brewers and maybe the Packers. I
really wish there would be another small group whether it involves food or not.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker

Game Night

We had another great turnout for Game Night. Tom brought his famous cinnamon sugar doughnuts
and I used my friends to try out a new recipe, Maple Pecan Gooey Bars. Both were a hit. We had a
good discussion about how to proceed. I wanted to have Game Night on a regular basis so it will be on
the third Tuesday of the month. I asked if the darkness will cause any challenges.

Since many of our friends come from Portland Square, it did seem a concern. So our next events will
be on October 20th and November 17th. We will take the month of December off because we are
all so busy. I want to take this time to thank my fellow committee members who help by providing
door prizes, posters and delicious treats: Tom Retzleff, Jeff Strong, Jan Andrews and Mary
Balson. We are a well-oiled machine and I am so very grateful. Now that you can plan a little in
advance, I hope you will consider joining us.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker

Youth Group News

Shout-out to our youth for their help with Rally Day. Despite the weather, the youth handled the
games and the bouncy house for the Sunday school kids. AJ was on Hole in One, Charlize on Ring
Toss, Jin on Bucketball, Kyle on Connect Four, Lily on Corn Hole, and Brayden in the Bounce
House.

Submitted by Diane Weider




Family Fun Sunday: PUMPKIN PATCH

October 4 - from 11 — 3 pm
at WALDVOGEL’S FARM & PUMPKIN PATCH

N7416 County Rd I, Juneau, WI 53039.

Families may carpool or drive themselves. For those attending the Family Fun Day, church will provide
a small lunch (pizza) before leaving the church but also note that on weekends, Waldvogel’s brings in
food trucks from all over Wisconsin. The food trucks are in the activity area and will require a general
admission ticket to get to them.

All general admission tickets must be paid with a check to Covenant or cash by September 27.
Adult general admission ticket price is $17.50. Children and Youth tickets will be paid by the church.
There are over 70 activities of all levels open with general admission.

Please sign up on the sheet located on the table in the Narthex by September 27!

Google: waldvogelsfarm.com for more information!

October Sunday School Schedule

DATE CALENDAR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
- No Sunday School
10/4 World. - Nursery AnnaRose A.
Communion

- Fun Sunday: Waldvogel’s Farm

20t Sunday - Theme: “Jonathan Helps David”

10/11 after Pentecost - Bible: 1 Samuel 18:1-16; 20:1-42 Kelly / Julie
. -Theme: “Abigail Brings Peace”

10/18 Laity Sunday Bible: 1 Samuel 25 Donna / Kayla
nd _ . G . )

10/25 22nd Sunday  -Theme: “Jesus Helps a Roman Officer Denise / Billie

after Pentecost - Bible: Matthew 8:5-13

Church Council The Importance of Intentional Faith Development in a Church

Intentional faith development is one of the most vital commitments a church can make. It is the
difference between a congregation that simply gathers and one that grows — spiritually, relationally, and
missionally. When a church invests in purposeful, well-designed opportunities for people to deepen their
faith, it strengthens the entire body of Christ.

1. It nurtures lifelong disciples, not occasional participants: Faith does not mature by
accident. People grow when they are invited, encouraged, and guided. Intentional faith development
gives structure to that growth — helping children, youth, and adults move from curiosity to
commitment, from belief to practice, from attending church to living as disciples.

2. It equips people to navigate real-life challenges: Life brings seasons of joy, grief, uncertainty,
and change. A church that prioritizes faith development gives people the tools to face those seasons
with resilience: Scripture knowledge, prayer practices, spiritual disciplines, and a community that
walks with them. Without intentional growth, faith can remain fragile; with it, faith becomes a source
of strength.
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3. It deepens biblical understanding and theological wisdom: People long for a faith that
makes sense — one that can wrestle with hard questions, interpret Scripture faithfully, and connect
belief with daily life. Classes, small groups, Bible studies, and mentoring relationships help believers
move beyond surface-level understanding into a richer, more grounded faith.

4. It strengthens the church’s mission and ministries: A spiritually growing congregation is a
serving congregation. When people develop their faith, they discover gifts, passions, and callings.
They step into leadership, volunteer with purpose, and support ministries with clarity and joy.
Intentional faith development fuels the church’s ability to serve its community.

5. It builds authentic Christian community: Faith grows best in relationships. Small groups,
study circles, prayer gatherings, and intergenerational learning create spaces where people listen,
share, encourage, and challenge one another. These relationships become the backbone of a healthy
church and places where people are known, supported, and spiritually nourished.

6. It honors the diversity of spiritual journeys: People come to church with different
backgrounds, questions, and needs. Intentional faith development recognizes that growth is not
onellsizefits[Jall. It offers varied pathways — studies, mentoring, retreats, service opportunities,
worship experiences — so that each person can grow in ways that fit their season of life.

7. It keeps the church focused on its core purpose: Churches can easily become busy without
becoming fruitful. Intentional faith development keeps the congregation centered on what matters
most: forming disciples of Jesus Christ. It ensures that programs, ministries, and decisions all
support spiritual growth rather than distraction.

Submitted by Thomas Retzleff, Church Council Chair

Missions

We begin the first two weeks of October (the 4th and 11th) with the loose offering going to the
Banana Project. The Men’s group delivers bananas to five of our nine elementary schools every
Monday morning during the school year. It connects our church to the community and provides a
bit of nutrition. This is an expensive mission and can use our help.

The loose offering for October 18th and 25th will go to Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP). Their
motto is “No kid sleeps on the floor in our town!” They are an organization that builds twin beds for
children, ages 3-17, who would otherwise have to sleep on the floor. Community groups or corporate
sponsors build the beds, and then other groups donate bedding or money to purchase the
mattresses and bedding. For many of these children, it is the first time they have had a bed to sleep
on. Since the Fond du Lac chapter began in 2021, they have built 1600 beds.
Each bed costs approximately $300 (this includes the mattress and bedding).
Our Fond du Lac chapter, which now includes Dodge County, has never had to
purchase bedding because of donations. They estimate the cost of the bedding
to be about $50. Let’s donate enough money for at least 10 sets of bedding and
make Marilynn Roessler smile down at us from Heaven. She is the person who
brought this project to missions when they first opened the FDL branch.

On Sunday, October 25, we will once again have a special offering for UNICEF. The United
Nations Children’s Fund has helped save and improve more children’s lives than any other
humanitarian organization. UNICEF won’t stop until every child in the world is healthy, educated,
protected, and respected. During children’s time the kids will come around with special collection
boxes, so please bring your extra change. After the service, we will have trick-or-treating in the
fellowship hall. Please bring treats for the kids if you are so inclined.

Submitted by Diane Weider
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Loaves and Fishes

Our faithful Loaves N Fishes crew had the opportunity to feed 159 carry-out meals for those in need
at Church of Peace on Military Rd. on Sept. 16th. The meal consisted of scalloped potatoes and ham
casserole, green beans, bread, bananas, cookies, and milk. All was greatly appreciated, and we were
blest to be able to provide. A big THANK YOU to all who donated, cooked, baked, and served. Many
blessings! Our next meal will be on November 8t!

Submitted by Mona Averbeck and Nancy Johnston

Care Committee

At our last meeting, we discussed how our home visits could be improved. We divided our six members
into three groups and chose who they would visit. The goal is to visit monthly. The pastor continues
to make visits with a member of the committee for conversation, prayer, and communion. Please
remember to call the office or a committee member if you have issues that the care committee could help
you with. Submitted by Jan Andrews

UMM: United Methodist Men

The Men’s group would like to thank all those who helped with our Saturday, Sept. 12t brat fry held
at Pick N Save on West Johnson St. We also appreciated those who patronized our event. As the school
season has started, we are once again supplying our 5 local schools with bananas. Darrell Jewson is
instrumental in delivery duty. Your continued generosity and monetary help with this project is very
much appreciated. Any projects that you may have in mind, please let anyone on the Men’s group know.

With God’s Love, Submitted by Bill Averbeck, President

UMM: Men’s Group Announces New Local Mission Partner

The UM Men’s Group announces a new grocery partner for its local school nutrition mission.

Called the Banana Project, it weekly provides five elementary schools in the Fond du Lac School
District with bananas for distribution to students by their teachers. Following a management
change at a local grocer, the Project needed a new supplier. Stepping forward is Festival Foods,
1125 East Johnson Street, whose manager agreed to provide the bananas at their cost. “They were
more than happy to do so,” according to Darrell Jewson, project coordinator.
The banana distribution is already underway, with deliveries to the local elementary schools
having the highest poverty rates in the district: Chegwin, Evans, Parkside, Pier, and Riverside
schools. Mr. Jewson commented, “They were so excited to see us on the first day of school,
September 1.”

Despite the partnership with Festival Foods, the price of bananas has risen, such that the weekly
400 pounds of bananas cost $200. Fundraising events, individual donations, and grants fund
the project.

Submitted by Jeff Strong

Trustees

The computer upgrade is moving forward with MPC, and we will also be upgrading our website with
BK Consulting. We will keep our congregation informed of the progress. Snowplowing, sidewalk
shoveling, and salting contracts will soon be arriving for our consideration, and the parsonage lawn
reseeding is being planned. And just a reminder that the HANGING OF THE GREENS in the
Narthex, Sanctuary, and Fellowship Hall date has been set for November 15t with a chili soup
Fellowship. Mark the DATE!

Bless all for the Fall, Submitted by Bill Averbeck
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UWF: United Women in Faith

We welcomed members back to our fall meeting with a lesson on social justice and what we should
attempt to do to make our community and world better for all. We proceeded with much business and
plans for fall events. First in October we will hear a speaker from Hope on the Block sharing about that
community project which we have supported. This is a potluck lunch meeting at noon. We voted to
provide two warming shelter meals next winter, once in January and again in March. The soup supper
plans were discussed for Oct. 27th and will be finalized at the October meeting. We will need all hands
on deck to help with prep and serving. It has been requested that help is needed to serve and clean up
after fellowship hour each Sunday. Volunteers can be anyone from the congregation and there will be a
sign-up sheet in the narthex. PLEASE consider this as a way to help us continue fellowship hour weekly.
Next meeting will be October 7th.

ANNUAL SOUP SUPPER

Tuesday, October 27, 4:30-6 pm
$10 gets you all you care to eat soup, a beverage and one dessert.
Variety of soups and chilis to choose from
and many dessert choices.
There will also be a bake sale and many breads to choose from. &
PLAN TO JOIN US.....AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS! IT'S A GREAT OPPORTUNITY!

< ANNUAL =
Sour SUPPER

Tuesday, October 27
4:30-6:00 PM

y $10 All-You-Care-to-Eat

Soup e« Chili « Dessert
Bake Sale & Breads

b
Covenant United Methodist Church

Submitted by Dea Hebel

Mission Recognition Award

Every year on United Women in Faith Sunday, we recognize a member of the
church for all that they do for our church. This year’s recipient was Jan Andrews.
Jan is a pillar in our church. Until we formed the Care committee, she was on the
Care/Sunshine committee. She sent birthday, get well, and thinking of you cards to
our members. For years, she collected and delivered donations to the Arc of Fond du
Lac. She serves on Worship, Missions, Care, and Church Council. She is now
running our weaving project. She is part of all three of our small groups. She enters
our worship service data into Breeze on Mondays. She recruits and organizes our
ushers, sings in the choir, and plays the bells. Honestly, what would we do without Jan Andrews?

Submitted by Diane Weider

Our small group of dedicated readers (5) read 77 books and were recognized at the South East District
meeting. I was asked to take on the Reading program several years ago. My first comment was, "But I
don't read books." I did my best to encourage the women of Sara Circle to read. I recently discovered
Libby, the library's audible books. I had some help downloading it to my phone, and I was ready to go.
So far this year, I have read over 60 books, not all part of the reading program. I can "read" a book while
baking, ironing, or even taking a shower. The reading program books have opened my eyes to many
interesting topics. I will admit that some of them are heavy and hard to read. I would encourage
everyone to consider reading. The books on the cart can be borrowed by anyone; all we ask is that you
return them.

Many women recently have told me about the books they have read, again, not always a part of the
reading program. I have read many of them, such as Theo of Golden and Remarkably Bright Creatures.
Would anyone be interested in a small book club? We would not be under pressure to all read the same
book, but just to share your recent book. Just a thought. Submitted by Shelli Dekker

9




10-1  Sloan Averbeck
10-5  Elara Sook
10-7  Charlie Smet
10-8  Lily Kutchek
10-9  Debbie Christian
Denise Thompson
10-12 Ava Abitz
10-17 Jim Brockway
Dick Tennie
10-24 Julie Tennie

Ava Depies
10-26 Bill Dekker

Laurel Mckee
10-29 Myrtle Roloff

Darcia Moore
10-31 Michael Shaver

Kelly Taillefer

10-4
10/11
10/18

10/25

HAPPY

mz"éyﬁ&%/

Banana Project

Banana Project

Sleep in Heavenly Peace

Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Sunday School Kids: UNICEF

10-1 Blake & Kelly Taillefer
10-3 Joe & Courtney Allickson
10-6 Adam & Dorene Gellings
10-12 Dan & Diane Klaske
10-23 Jeff & Sue Strong

2026 Octebar Wership Velunteers

Liturgist Children’s
2026 Time
Dave &
10/4 i .

R Diane W Denise T.
10/11 Shelli D. Shelli D.
10/18 Debbie C. Laurel M.
10/25  Mary B. Diane W.
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Acolyte Live-Streaming PPT/Sound Ushers
) Bill D. (Head)
Memphis A. Penny W. Tom R. Art A. / Sandy T.
_ Bill D. (Head)
vy T. Ava A. Diane W. Dave M. / Sandy T.
— Jeff S. (Head)
Abigail G. Mona A. Tom R. Dave M. / Sandy T.
Tay L. Lily K. Diane W. Jeff 5. (Head)

Dave M. / Sandy T.
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Covenant UMC
20 N Marr St.

Fond du Lac, WI 54935
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Phone: 920-921-4949

TUESDAY,
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Covenant United Methodist Church
October 2026 Newsletter Published monthly by Covenant United Methodist Church-FDL, WI

THE ARI( Covenant UMC

Ways to Give with Tithe.l Main Office Hours
Mon-Thurs

e Tithe.ly app 9:00AM-12:00PM

e Text “give” to 920-267-4801 Pastor Office Hours:
Mon— Thurs

¢ https://covenantforyou.church/give-copy/ 9:00am-3:00pm

The submission deadline is the 15th of each month at noon.

Please get your content to the office by this date for the next month’s issue.
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