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COVENANT United Methodist Church
(920) 921-4949

office@covenantforyou.church
www.covenantforyou.church
Facebook: “Covenant United Methodist Church - Fond du Lac”

From Pastor’s Desk:

First, I want to express my deepest gratitude to our church family. Many church members have reached
out to support our family with meals, childcare, and prayers while I have been caring for our three
children on my own during my wife’s visit to South Korea. Some have brought us meals or invited us to
their tables, while others have cared for our children—sometimes even for several days. All of this
support has made my life so much easier during this somewhat hectic time. Without your help, I might
have missed important school events, skipped meals, or simply felt overwhelmed. Once again, thank you
for all your prayers, care, and support.

Through the many ways the congregation has supported our family, I have been reminded more vividly
of who we are as a church. We are a warm, caring, and family-like congregation—a community I am
grateful to be part of. One of my dreams for pastoral ministry has always been to help build a
congregation where people who are different from one another can become a family beyond those
differences. Through your love and care for my family, God has shown me that, in many ways, we are
already living out that dream together.

My wife, Miyeon, who also serves as our church administrative assistant, has
been doing well in South Korea. She has spent most of her time with her family,
especially caring for her mother. Her presence and care have helped make her
mother’s cancer treatment a little smoother while also lightening the burden on
her siblings. Her visit from the United States has also brought the family closer
together and given them an opportunity to spend meaningful time with one
another.

I also have some wonderful news to share. My mother-in-law has recently begun
attending church in South Korea. Miyeon is the first Christian in her family, and
since becoming a Christian, one of our greatest prayers has been that her family
would come to know and accept Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Over the past several years, some of her siblings have gradually become Christians,
and now her mother has also decided to become a Christian. We are deeply grateful
for what God is doing in their family and for the prayers and support of our
congregation.

Please continue to pray for Miyeon, her mother, and their entire family. Miyeon will
return to the United States on September 15 and will be back in the church office on
September 17. We look forward to having her home again!
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- Rally Sunday -

The recent experience of receiving the congregation’s prayers, care, and support has helped me
realize once again how mature, caring, and family-like Covenant UMC has become. I know that
many church members share this feeling and are proud to be part of our church. If so, I believe the
next step we should take together is to boldly invite others into this faith community. If we truly
believe that our church makes a difference in our lives, proclaims the Good News, and helps
transform our community for the better, why wouldn’t we invite others to experience it?

I am not simply talking about institutional growth or increasing our numbers. I am talking about
inviting people to join the Way of Jesus. Our deeply divided world desperately needs healing. I
strongly believe that the peace and reconciliation our world is searching for can ultimately be found
in the way of Jesus—the way that our church seeks to proclaim through both our words and our
actions.

Of course, talking about Jesus or inviting someone to a faith community
is not always easy, especially in a society where religion is often
considered a personal and private matter. We naturally worry about
how others might see or judge us when we bring up matters of faith. But
let us remember what we have seen together in the Book of Acts. The poa
early church boldly proclaimed the Good News regardless of how people >r
might respond. Their bold witness invited others into the community
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and led the believers to pray even more deeply and depend more fully

on the Holy Spirit. Let us follow their example. ' a

This does not mean that you have to suddenly start talking about Jesus

or faith with someone out of the blue. That might surprise them—or SUNDAY

even make them want to run away! Instead, begin with prayer. Think of
someone in your life who may need a caring faith community, and pray for that person, trusting
that the Holy Spirit is already at work. Then, simply invite them to a church event.

Many people who have little or no experience with church may feel anxious or uncertain about even
stepping into a church building. Our first goal does not need to be getting them to join the church.
It can simply be helping them feel comfortable walking through our doors, meeting our church
family, and experiencing the warmth of our community. That is one reason Covenant continues to
offer welcoming community events such as Fun Sundays, Friend Sunday, and Rally Sunday.

This month, on September 13, we will celebrate Rally Sunday as one of these special
community events. One purpose of Rally Sunday is to welcome our church family back into the
regular rhythm of church life after the summer. But an equally important purpose is to welcome
unchurched family members, friends, neighbors, and others in our community.

You will find a Rally Sunday invitation card in this newsletter and additional cards in the church
narthex. I encourage you to take one and prayerfully invite someone.

And please remember: Whether they come is not your responsibility—that is in the
hands of the Holy Spirit. But extending the invitation is something you can do.
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September Worship and Sermon

CALENDAR SERMON

15t Sunday Sermon:
after Pentecost  Spirit-Filled Church 7

Sermon:
Rally Sunday Spirit-Filled Church 8
T Sl Guest Preacher:

Rev. Ellen Rasmussen

18th Sunday Sermon:
after Pentecost  Spirit-Filled Church 9

WORSHIP

Communion
Offering: “Mission for Rome, Rev. Eliad Santos”

Special Music

Prayer for the New School Year
(blessing of Backpack)

Presentation of the Bibles
The Installation of Church School Leaders
Offering: “Mission for Rome,

Rev. Eliad Santos”

Bell Choir (First Time)
UWTF Mission Pin
Offering: “Pastor’s Goodwill Fund”

Choir (First Time)
Offering: “Pastor’s Goodwill Fund”

Choir starts September 13

The Covenant Choir will meet for the beginning of the fall season on Sunday, September 13,
right after the Service. This will be a short rehearsal, we'll get robes and folders lined up,
practice one song (something familiar) for about 10 or 15 minutes, then dismiss so we can be part of
Rally Sunday. (Imagine all the Choir members in the Bouncy House at once? Yikes!)

If you’ve been thinking about joining the Choir, this is a good time to start. If you used to be a choir

member, now is a good time to come back, right at the beginning of the season. There are no tryouts
or auditions—just come and join us and we’ll hand you a folder, assign you a robe, and be glad to see

s

you.

The first Sunday that our Choir will sing in the service is September 27.

We usually sing on the second and fourth Sundays of each month.

We hope to see you in the choir!

‘Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” (Ps. 95:1)

Submitted by Dave Thompson




Small Group Ministry Update:

Trillium to Visit Drive-Through Animal Park

Trillium, a small group focused on God and nature, has planned an excursion to Shamba Safari, a
drive-through exotic animal park near Neshkoro, WI, 39 miles from Fond
du Lac. Twenty-seven animal species from around the world are featured.
A partial list includes lion, giraffe, rhino, wildebeest, emu, hippo, as well
as some animals you may have never heard of, such as oryx, anon, cape
dog, and addax. A roster of animals and information about them is
available at the Shamba Safari web site, www.shambasafari.com.

Date of the outing is Thursday, August 27. Depart from church at 9:15
a.m. Arrive at the grounds about 10 a.m., pick up a feed bag to use on the safari,
then drive the 3-mile route viewing the animals and feeding those from the car
where allowed. Bring a sack lunch for use at the picnic area at the Safari grounds
after the drive. You may drive the Safari route a second time if you wish, at no
additional charge. Cost, which is discounted by Trillium, is $5.00 per person, to
be paid day of departure. To ensure adequate transportation, please sign up in
the Narthex or call the church office. All are welcome.

Looking ahead, the group’s outing for September is a visit to High CIliff
State Park for picnic lunch and a talk from a park naturalist about the interesting history of the
land on which the park lies. Date of that outing is Saturday, September 26.

Submitted by Jeff Strong

Food and Fellowship

Our celebration of Debbie’s retirement was a big success. We had a fabulous time and lots of good
conversation. Our next get together will be on Wednesday, September 23rd. Each time I post
one of these articles and I feel bad that it is a closed group. I wish another group or two would give it
a try. Our group only meets once a month and we really do have a wonderful time. Our
conversations vary from week to week; there is no reading or studying to do. We share the cooking
and for those who don’t cook there is always something to purchase. Please consider forming a small
group of your own. I am always open to help in any way.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker




New Member Introduction

Shawn Lee Wetzstein grew up in Fond du Lac. She is the daughter of
~ Gordy and Arlene Schultz. Some of you might remember them. She was an
acolyte and involved in other activities in our church.

' Shawn Lee lived in McGregor, Iowa, for a time and has moved back to Fond
du Lac. She’s been enjoying rekindling friendships with old friends from
| high school. Shawn Lee likes to paint and write poetry.

| Before retiring she was a behavioral intervention specialist with kids with
autism in schools and privately in homes. She attended Stout.

Shawn Lee’s real passion is wild horses, especially Mustangs. When she
passes she wants her ashes to go to Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary in Oregon to be put on a wild
horse. She says she has always been a free spirit and would like to buy or adopt a horse someday.

Welcome to Covenant, Shawn Lee.
Submitted by Donna Miller

This year marked an important milestone for our Sunday School ministry as we hosted our own
Vacation Bible School (VBS) for the first time in several years!

On Saturday, August 1, our church welcomed children for a special one-day VBS focused on the
importance of loving God and loving others. Throughout the day, the children experienced
God’s love through worship, music and dance, Bible stories, crafts, games, and mission activities.

Since this was our first VBS in a while, we intentionally started small, planning a one-day
program for fewer than 20 children. To our joyful surprise, 24 children participated, many
of whom came from the wider community! In fact, more than 30 children registered,
showing us how much opportunities like VBS are needed and appreciated in the Fond du Lac
community.

This wonderful VBS would not have been possible without the dedication, time, and hard work of
our Sunday School teachers and many church volunteers. We are deeply grateful to everyone who
helped make the day meaningful and memorable for our children.

Please continue to pray for our children’s ministry as we seek new ways to welcome, nurture, and
share God’s love with children and families in our community.

Submitted by Pastor Ho Lee




Sunday School News

Hoping everyone had a wonderful summer! We look forward to starting Sunday school on
Sunday, September 20t following Children’s Moment. Our Sunday school teachers met Friday,
August 28 in the evening to receive materials for the upcoming year.

Dates for your calendar:

Blessing of the Back Packs: Sunday, September 13.
During the church service kids need to bring their school backpacks to sanctuary!

Rally Day: Sunday, September 13 from 10:30—1:00.
Join the fun for all ages! Music, Games, Face Painting, Jewelry Making, Bouncy House,
Food & Snacks.

Sunday School Starts: Sunday, September 20

Family Fun Sunday: October 4 - from 11 — 3 pm at WALDVOGELS FARM & PUMPKIN
PATCH N7416 County Rd I, Juneau, WI 53039.

Families may carpool or drive themselves. For those attending the

‘>\'-P«M“-iﬁy ESUNDAY? p Family Fun Day, church will provide a small lunch (pizza) before
WALDVOGELS FARM ~& leaving the church but also note that on weekends, Waldvogel’s
& PUMPKIN PATCH 4 jbrings in food trucks from all over Wisconsin. The food
OCTOBER 4,2026  Ewa> % trucks are in the activity area and will require a general admission
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All general admission tickets must be paid with a check to
Covenant or cash by September 27. Adult general admission
ticket price is $17.50. Children and Youth tickets will be paid by the church. There are over 70
activities of all levels open with general admission.

Please sign up on the sheet located on the table in the Narthex by September 27!

Google: waldvogelsfarm.com for more information!

Submitted by Julie Tennie

Shout Out to Henry, Kyle, and Ava for helping with VBS. Your
presence was needed and very much appreciated.

: .\\ \‘ The youth will be helping with Rally Day on September 13th.
’i"‘ A Our first youth meeting will then be on September 20, from

10:30 AM to 12:00 PM.

Submitted by Diane Weider




A Confirmand’s Reflection

g4 My name is Lily Kutchek, I am 15 and in 9th grade at fond du lac high school,
Y2 I'm in band and recently just made our top band, symphonic winds and
¢ percussion, I play the alto saxophone and bassoon, I also am a section leader in
& fondy marching cardinals, and as you may know I've been swimming for about 8
B years, I'm currently swimming for the Oshy dolphins but I started off at the
& fondy swim club.

§ When I first started going to youth group I had no idea what confirmation was,
| until I was in 7th grade when I was basically told I had to do it because it would
be good for me, I was somewhat resistant when I heard about all of the work I
had to do, I had no idea how I was going to do it on top of everything else in my
: life, even just thinking about it stressed me out. I don’t completely know why
but I guess that’s typical for me.

After about a year of confirmation I noticed myself struggling with school and complicated
relationships around me I didn’t realize it at the time but if it weren’t for coming here at 6 pm every
Sunday I don’t think I would be the person I am right now standing in front of you, and if I'm being
honest I don’t want to imagine who I would be because I'm proud of who this confirmation class has
sculpted me to be, it helped me through countless issues I came upon throughout these two years and I
even started looking forward to going, which is not something I expected from myself because I didn’t
really have any strong connections with anyone in my youth group at the time. But throughout these
two long years, I found myself feeling more and more comfortable talking about anything and
everything. I learned a lot during confirmation not just about God or church, but the people around me
like my mentor Mona and the other confirmands, its given me friendships that’s continue to grow.

It also confirmed my dislike for reading when and pastor made us read not one book but two whole
books, this program has impacted my spiritual journey in so many ways that I don’t even know how to
describe. As I become a member of this church I would like to help with Sunday school and other
activities with the Sunday school, other than doing things in the church I do go to Ping Lake church
camp every summer and this summer I’'m going to be junior counseling for a week in June.

Submitted by Lily Kutchek

Missions

On September 6 and 13 our loose offering will go to Rev. Eliad Santos, missionary to Rome. Rev.
Santos visited us two years with stories of her ministry working with the unhoused, with abandoned
children, and so much more. Her passion for God and his people has called her to missionary work. Our
donations help to fund programs that she has established in Rome.

September 20 is United Women in Faith Sunday and we will have a guest preacher, Ellen
Rasmussen. The loose offering on this Sunday will go to help Northcott Neighborhood House
deliver job trainings, keep the food pantry stocked, and lift the spirit of the whole community. Your
support will allow us to help more local Milwaukee families in need

September 27 loose offering will go to the Pastor’s Goodwill Fund. The Pastor’s Goodwill Fund is
used at the Pastor’s discretion for those in need. This fund has been depleted and needs to be built back
up.

Submitted by Diane Weider




Back to School Drive

BACK wSCHUUl
P _SUPrLIES NEEDED ¢

Eleanor King got involved with the Back to School Drive years ago and brought
our church along with her. In addition to the many school supplies collected, we
presented them with a check for $484. Your generosity will help
children start the school year off with the supplies they need for a
successful year. As a former teacher I can say that if the students come equipped,
their teachers won’t have to spend as much of their money on school supplies, so

thank you.

Submitted by Diane Weider

The mission project

Weaving mats for the homeless people will start after our summer break on
Tuesday, September 22, from 1:00 to 3:00 PM! Hope to see everyone back
as we work on this worthwhile project!

Submitted by Jan Andrews

Care Committee

Patti Stuebs has agreed to be a member of this committee. Hopefully this will enable us to make
more visits to our home bound members. It will allow us to help our church family with some of
their other needs such as transportation, meals, get well visits, and phone calls! Welcome Patti!

Submitted by Jan Andrews

Bible Study

S H ACK Our small group is continuing our study of the book, The Shack (it is taking longer
“= than we thought). The book brings out many questions regarding God. Does he exist?
i _ Why does he let bad things happen? Does he punish sinners? And so much more.
Feel free to join us and we will catch you up on what you have missed.

Submitted by Diane Weider

Trustees Report

The Trustees want to inform our congregation that the new office and laptop computers have
been installed with some program changes coming this fall.

Lawn care at the parsonage will be addressed in the next few weeks. Stuart’s Landscaping will be
handling the issues of ants, weeds and lack of growing grass. Since there were no pressing issues in
August, we decided to cancel our August Trustee meeting.

God be with us, Submitted by Bill Averbeck




UMM: United Methodist Men

Covenant men are currently planning a brat fry on Saturday, September 12, from 10:00 AM
— 6:00 PM at Pick N Save on West Johnson St. There will be a sign up sheet in the
Narthex for volunteers to help out with this project. Proceeds will go toward the men’s projects.
The men’s group met in August at Rich Roessler’s property on HWY D in Oakfield. It is a beautiful
piece of property with numerous wren houses which are always full.

Our banana project will continue as school will be starting this fall. Also, candy bars are still
available for purchase, just talk to Darrell Jewson. Thanks for all the support our congregation has
given us. Blessings!

Submitted by Bill Averbeck, President

UWF: United Women in Faith

UWF served one lunch for Habitat workers in August.

Sept. 20 is our annual UWF service with Pastor Ellen Rasmussen as guest speaker. This
should be a blessing to our congregation. Please plan to join us as we celebrate Sara Circle and all
they do for mission both locally and away.

South East district fall gathering is September 12 at Markesan, 9:30 AM — 2:00 PM.
Speaker will be our district superintendent, Rev. InSun Lee. Reservations need to be in by
Saturday, September 5. See Dea for registration form or pick up at book cart.

Next meeting is on Wednesday, September 2. We hope to see everyone there as we kick
off the fall season. Anyone interested in joining UWF is welcome to come and "check out" this
meeting at 10 am in fellowship hall.

"SAVE THE DATE!!

Annual Soup Supper will be on Tuesday, October 27, from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM. Plan to
join us and bring your neighbors and friends. Details to follow."
Submitted by Dea Hebel

Game Night

I am in need of some help. I would like to set a regular time to meet, the third Tuesday of each
month. August will be Tuesday the 18t from 6:00 — 8:00, September will be the 15t and
October 20t would be the last one before the Daylight saving ends.

We seem to have a better turnout in the evening. I am concerned about what will happen when it is
dark. Do you want to switch to daytime after Daylight saving time ends? There will be a slight
conflict if we switch to daytime. When the Loom Ladies start back up, they will need Fellowship Hall
at the same time (1:00 — 3:00). One solution would be for us to move into the Choir Room. Another
solution would be to switch days, maybe Thursday. I would really like some feedback on this.

I apologize for the “not-so” organized August game day. This is one of the reasons I want to have a
set date. I will follow up with the office to see if there are any other conflicts. The new games seem to
be a big hit. I hope to see you soon.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker




9/1  Jim Mindt

9/3  Henry Allickson
9/3  Jacob Allickson
9/4  Lori Engel

9/4  Penny Werner
9/7  Lois Chipman
9/8  Darrell Jewson
9/18 Kayla Depies
9/22 Beth Barnes
9/25 Echo Walker

HAPPY

A A

Rev. Eliad Santos

Rev. Eliad Santos
Northcott Neighborhood House

Pastor’s Goodwill Fund

9/25 Ted & Lois Chipman

{
|

2026 September Wership Velunteers

Liturgist Children’s
Time

2026

9/6 Darrell J. Shelli D.

9/13 Denise S. Pastor Ho L.

9/20 Diane W. Denise S.

9/27 Jennifer C. Patti S.

Acolyte Live- PPT/Sound
Streaming
Memphis A. Mona A. TomR.
vy T. Ava A. Diane W.
Abigail G. Lily K. TomR.
Taly L. AJA. Diane W.
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Ushers

Bill A. (Head)
Dave O. / Sandy T.
Bill A. (Head)
Dave M./ Sandy T.
Bill A. (Head)
Dave M./ Sandy T.
Bill A. (Head)
Dave M. / Sandy T.
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Covenant UMC
20 N Marr St.

Fond du Lac, WI 54935
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Phone: 920-921-4949
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Covenant United Methodist Church
September 2026 Newsletter Published monthly by Covenant United Methodist Church-FDL, WI

THE ARI( Covenant UMC

Ways to Give with Tithe.l Main Office Hours
Mon-Thurs

e Tithe.ly app 9:00AM-1:00PM

e Text “give” to 920-267-4801 Pastor Office Hours:
Mon— Thurs

¢ https://covenantforyou.church/give-copy/ 9:00am-3:00pm

The submission deadline is the 15th of each month at noon.

Please get your content to the office by this date for the next month’s issue.
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