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August

COVENANT United Methodist Church 
(920) 921-4949 

office@covenantforyou.church  
www.covenantforyou.church 

Facebook: “Covenant United Methodist Church - Fond du Lac” 

 

THE ARK   

From Pastor’s Desk:  

 
 

  I usually use this section, "From the Pastor's Desk," to share about the life and direction of our 

church rather than personal matters. I try to maintain a healthy boundary between my personal and 

professional life, especially since the role of clergy often blurs those lines. However, this month I 

need to make an exception, as a personal matter will affect our church life to some extent. 

My wife, Miyeon, who also serves as our church Administrative Assistant, will be traveling to South 

Korea from August 4 through September 15. We recently learned that her mother has been 

diagnosed with end-stage lung cancer. After much prayer and many conversations, we decided 

that Miyeon should spend several weeks with her mother to support her and cherish this precious 

time together. 

I am deeply grateful to our Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

(SPRC), who graciously approved this arrangement and allowed 

Miyeon to remain in her position while working remotely from 

South Korea during this time. 

Because of this situation, we ask for your understanding and 

support. During Miyeon's absence, our church office hours will 

temporarily change from 9:00 AM–1:00 PM to 9:00 AM–

12:00 PM, Monday through Thursday. 

We are also looking for volunteers to serve in the church office 

during those hours. The responsibilities are simple—greeting visitors, answering the phone, and 

being a welcoming presence in the office. These volunteers will make it possible for me to continue 

visiting members, attending meetings, and carrying out the pastoral responsibilities that cannot be 

done from the office. A sign-up sheet will be available in the narthex. Aside from these temporary 

adjustments to office hours and volunteer coverage, all church programs and events will 

continue as planned. 

I also want to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has shown love and care for Miyeon 

through your kind words, warm hugs, and faithful prayers. Your compassion has brought her great 

comfort and peace during this difficult time. Because of your support, both Miyeon and I have found 

renewed hope, and we are trusting that God will continue to do wonderful things—not only in her 

mother's life, but in ours as well. 

Continued on next page 
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Many of you have also expressed concern for me as I care for our three children while Miyeon is 

away. Some have kindly offered to bring meals, while others have volunteered to help with 

childcare. I am truly grateful for your generosity and thoughtfulness. 

Please know that I will be okay. While I never want my 

family's personal circumstances to place additional burdens 

on the church, I also see this as an opportunity to grow—

especially in learning more about cooking and managing the 

household! In God's good timing, I had already scheduled one 

week of vacation and one week of study leave at the end of 

August, with two guest preachers graciously covering worship. 

That schedule provides me with the time and flexibility I need 

during this season. 

More than anything else, what I ask for is your prayers—not simply promises of prayer, but prayers 

that are truly offered to God on behalf of our family. We firmly believe that God hears the prayers 

of His people, and we are trusting Him every step of the way. 

(That said, if you simply cannot resist bringing a meal or showing kindness in another way, I 

suppose I won't argue with you!) 

August Worship and Sermon   

August will be filled with a variety of meaningful worship experiences. 

  On the first Sunday of the month, we will celebrate our Vacation Bible School (VBS). This 

year, our Sunday School team has planned and organized our very own VBS. Since I was appointed to 

Covenant United Methodist Church, this is the first time we have hosted our own VBS, which will take 

place on Saturday, August 1. The following Sunday, we will celebrate what God has done through 

VBS with children's music and dance, a VBS presentation, and a child-friendly sermon. 

  On August 9, we will return to our sermon series, Spirit-Filled Church, based on the Book of Acts. 

This will be the only Sunday in August that I will continue this series because of the special worship 

services scheduled throughout the month. During the service, we will also offer a special prayer of 

blessing for our longtime member, Deb C., as she celebrates her retirement and begins a new chapter 

in life. 

  On August 16, we will gather for our annual Church Picnic. 

Rather than meeting at another location, we will enjoy a casual 

worship service in the Fellowship Hall featuring hymn singing, 

small-group Bible conversation, and a potluck meal. You can find 

more detailed information on page 8. 

  On the last two Sundays of August, we will be blessed by two 

guest preachers: Rev. Mary Council-Austin on August 23 and 

Lay Minister Denise Retzleff on August 30. I encourage you 

to join us for worship with joyful hearts and holy expectation, trusting that God will speak through 

each of His servants. 

Continued from page 1 
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 August Worship and Sermon  

 

Pastor’s August Schedule  

 Pastor Ho Lee will be on vacation from Monday, August 17, through Saturday, August 22. Aside 

from attending the Korean Caucus Picnic at Devil's Lake on Monday, he plans to spend the week at 

home enjoying quality time with his family. 

Unless there is an emergency, such as a hospitalization or funeral, please help us honor his time 

away by waiting until he returns before contacting him. Thank you for your understanding and 

support. 

The following week, Monday, August 24, through Thursday, August 27, will be 

Pastor Ho Lee's annual Study Week. During this time, he will be preparing this 

fall's and winter's sermon series through prayer, Bible study, and reading 

commentaries and other resources. 

Although he will not be in the church office during Study Week, you are 

welcome to contact him by phone or email if you need to reach him. 

• Pastor’s Vacation: 8/17 (Monday) – 8/22 (Saturday)  

• Pastor’s Study Week: 8/24 (Monday) – 8/27 (Thursday)    

DATE CALENDAR SERMON WORSHIP 

8/02 VBS Sunday VBS Celebration 

- Communion 

- Children’s Dance 

- VBS Video 

- Offering: UMCOR 

8/09 
11th Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 Sermon: Spirit-Filled Church 6 

- Special Music 

- Blessing on Retirement 

- Offering: UMCOR 

8/16 
12th Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 Church Picnic 

- Special Music: Peniel Group 

- Potluck 

- Offering: Camps and Retreats 

- Bible Bingo 

8/23 
13th Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 Guest Preacher:  
   Rev. Mary Council-Austin 

- Special Music 

- Offering: Camps and Retreats 

8/30 
14th Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 Guest Preacher:  
   Lay Minister Denise Retzleff 

- Special Music 

- Offering: Camps and Retreats 
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Small Group Ministry Update: 

Trillium Small Group: Lake Michigan Shore Exploration Planned  

  The Lake Michigan shore near Manitowoc/Two Rivers is the next outside destination hosted by 

Trillium,  a small group with a theme of God and nature.  

Three stops are planned for the Wednesday, July 22 event:  a formal garden, West of Lake Gardens, 

on the lakeshore;  a state forest, Point Beach, with a 5-mile- long sandy beach, historic nature center 

and lighthouse; and a Lake Michigan ferry landing, the SS. Badger.  Bring a sack lunch.  Depart from 

church at 10:35 a.m., with return expected about 4:15 p.m.  Cost is free.  Short walks are anticipated, 

one of which is on a level grassy surface.  All are welcome.  Please sign up in the narthex or by 

calling the church office.  

  Looking further ahead, the August outing, scheduled for Thursday 

August 27, is to a drive-through wildlife park, Shamba Safari.  

Feeding  animals is encouraged and a highlight of the experience, 

particularly for children.  Cost is $5 per guest, plus optional cost of a $10 

bucket of feed.  Shamba Safari is located near Neshkoro, WI., 39 miles 

from Fond du Lac.  

Submitted by Jeff Strong 

    Food and Fellowship 

  We are celebrating Debbie Christian's retirement. Just like a family, 

we are going out to dinner to celebrate one of our own. All of us have been 

telling her how great retirement is. You know, sleeping in, spending the 

day in your PJs reading a book, and being able to do fun events during the 

day. We are going to Sebastian's that way no one has to cook or do dishes. 

So if you see Debbie after August 7th, please wish her a happy 

retirement.  

    Submitted by Shelli Dekker   
 

Youth Group News  

    The youth Group is off for the summer, but Pastor Ho Lee, Jeff, and 

Diane would like to meet with the youth on Sunday, August 16th,  

at 10:30 AM to plan for next year’s Mission Trip. We will have pizza 

and ice cream sundaes. 

    Submitted by Diane Weider  
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Sunday School News  

   On Saturday, August 1, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, Covenant 

UMC will host a   1-day Vacation Bible School for children ages 4 – 11.   

The theme is “Galaxy – Launching Kids on a Mission of God’s 

Love”.  The children will be involved in Bible study, games, music with 

dancing, an art Project to Share with others, and a science project.  Snacks 

and lunch will be provided.  We encourage all Covenant Sunday school 

children to attend and to bring other children with them.  Please help us 

spread the word so we meet our goal of 20 children attending!  

  On Sunday, August 2, the children will share their songs and dances 

during the church service. 

  On Sunday, September 13, children should bring their school backpacks 

into the sanctuary as Pastor Ho Lee will have a “Blessing of the 

Backpacks” during the service. Our Rally Day celebration will follow the 

service from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Join us for lunch & face painting in 

the Fellowship Hall while games (with prizes), a huge bouncy house, and 

musical entertainment outside in the side driveway.  All are invited, 

including friends! 

  Sunday school classes will start on September 20, following the Children’s Moment.  

Thank you to all adults and Youth who have volunteered to teach Sunday school. We look forward 

to seeing our Sunday school grow this year! 

A plan is in place to prepare and organize both our Family Fun Sundays and Sunday school 

teacher meetings, so we have them on our school year calendars in advance.  We hope this helps 

more families to participate!  

Submitted by Julie Tennie          

 A Confirmand’s Reflection  

   Over the past two or three years, confirmation has helped me grow 

as a person and in my faith. My name is Kyle Allickson, and I am 

currently in 10th grade at Campbellsport High School. Some things I 

enjoy are hanging out with friends, playing football and making 

YouTube videos. I would describe myself as a friendly person and 

somewhat helpful, and I enjoy spending time with my friends.  

  Confirmation helped me become more comfortable talking about 

faith and asking questions. When I first joined confirmation, 

part of my motivation came from my parents, encouraging AKA 

forcing me to do it, but I was also interested in learning more about 

God and the church. At first, I expected confirmation to mostly be 

classes and boring memorization stuff, but it became much more 

Continued on next page 
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meaningful than I thought it would be. I learned that faith is not just about knowing Bible stories, 

but also about building a relationship with God and understanding how faith affects everyday 

life.  

  One of the biggest things I learned during confirmation was how important community and service 

are in the church. Through the worship services, the mission trip, and the retreats, I learned more 

about what it means to live out my faith. Some parts challenged me to think more deeply about my 

beliefs and other experiences inspired me and helped me feel more connected to God and the church 

and the people all around.  

  Confirmation has also helped me understand that faith is something that continues to grow over 

time. Even though I think I know a lot about God, I still probably only know like 1% of it all, but I 

now feel more confident exploring them and continuing my spiritual journey. I am thankful for 

everyone who supported me, even though it was probably only Pastor and Diane that actually cared, 

but whatever.  

As I become a member of the church, I hope to stay involved in worship, church events, and service 

stuff. I want to continue growing in my faith and finding ways to help others through the church. 

Confirmation has been an important step in my life, and I am grateful for everything I have learned 

during these past two or three years. 

Submitted by Kyle Allickson  

Missions  

  In August, we will once again collect baby wipes to be given away with 

diapers from “Jake’s” for mothers in need. Please bring wipes on August 2nd 

and 9th and place them in the basket on the table in the narthex. 

  On August 2nd, our loose offering will go to UMCOR. Global Ministries and 

the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) strengthen United 

Methodist response to humanitarian crises around the world through disaster relief and recovery, 

migrant and refugee support, environmental sustainability, agriculture, and food security. 

  On August 9th and 16th, we will support Reverend Sara Mae Gabuyo. Rev. Gabuyo serves at 

Ponte Sant’Angelo Methodist Church, an English-speaking and multicultural congregation located 

near the Vatican. Her ministry focuses on welcoming pilgrims, international students, and 

expatriates from around the world, creating spaces of hospitality, worship, and connection across 

cultures. She is also involved in young adult ministry and community outreach that uses music and 

cultural engagement to connect the church with the wider neighborhood. 

  On August 23rd and 30th, the loose offering will go to support camps and 

retreats. We offer scholarships for children, youth, and adults to attend 

Methodist camps and retreats throughout the year. The average camp cost is 

$500 for one week, and a weekend retreat averages $150. Through these 

scholarships, it offers more opportunities for our children and members to 

attend camps and retreats.      

Submitted by Diane Weider 

Continued from page 5 
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Loaves and Fishes 

Covenant’s faithful served 127 carryout meals of scalloped 

potatoes with diced ham, vegetables, bread, banana, cookies, 

and milk. Your help and support of this mission are greatly 

appreciated.  May God bless all of you!!  The next L & F meal 

will be on Wednesday. Sept 16th.  Save the date!   

  Submitted by Mona Averbeck and Nancy Johnston 

Bible Study 

   This summer, we are deviating from our typical Bible study and are doing a book 

study on The Shack. We welcome all to join us. The book is about a man struggling 

with his faith due to some terrible life experiences. And then he spends a weekend in 

“the shack” with God. We meet on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

In addition to discussing the book, we are also watching the movie as we go.  

Please come and join us. 

Submitted by Diane Weider  

Church Council: The Importance of Faith Development 

   Faith development matters because it shapes the entire way a person understands 

God, themselves, and the world — and it does so across a lifetime, not just at one 

moment of belief. At its core, faith development is the ongoing process of growing in 

trust, understanding, and lived commitment, and it influences everything from 

spiritual resilience to moral decision-making to the ability to participate meaningfully 

in a faith community. 

Faith development is essential because it forms mature disciples who can think 

deeply, love generously, serve faithfully, and remain grounded through life’s complexities. 

Ideas for Faith development. 

Personal Spiritual Practices 

• Rule of Life creation — Craft a simple weekly pattern (Scripture, prayer, rest, service). 

• Daily examen — A 5-minute reflection at night: gratitude, noticing God’s presence,  
                                      confession, hope for tomorrow. 

• Scripture immersion — Not just reading: praying the text, rewriting it in your own  
                                                      words, drawing it, or journaling a dialogue with God. 

• Sabbath practice —Set aside one day for rest and worship. 

Faith grows best when people have repeated, meaningful encounters with God.  

Submitted by Thomas Retzleff, Church Council Chair 
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         Annual Church Picnic 
  They say TIME FLIES!  It must be so as August 16th is the date set for our Church 

Picnic. We will be having brats/hamburgers along with a potluck of sides and 

desserts from our Church family.  There will be a shorter service along with bingo in 

the Fellowship Hall.  The service time will stay the same at 9 AM.  So set that 

Sunday morning aside and come join the fun with BINGO.  There WILL be prizes!  

Come join us for fun and fellowship! 

Submitted by Mona Averbeck  
 

UMM: United Methodist Men  
  On Wednesday, August 5th, the men’s group has scheduled a Dock Spiders baseball game with food 

and refreshments before the game. Pregame picnic starts at 5 pm, at McDermott Park, east Johnson 

St. and Coffman Avenue, FDL. The game starts at 6:35 pm, and the cost is $5.  If you are interested 

in attending this outing, please let Jeff Strong know. The time, date, and cost are on the sign-up sheet 

in the Narthex.   

  We are also going to have a brat fry at Pick & Save on West Johnson St. on Saturday, Sept 12th, 

from 10-6 pm.  Any help from the congregation for this event would be greatly appreciated.  The 

proceeds from this event will go to our men’s projects. Whether you are a customer or a helper, you are 

greatly appreciated.  As time moves forward, we will keep you informed of any future projects.                               

With God’s love,  

Submitted by Bill Averbeck, President 

UMM: Enjoy a Summer Evening With Local Baseball 

 Take in a Dock Spiders baseball game with the Men’s Group and your church family for a fun time 

at a discounted price.  Come for a pre-game picnic at a local nearby park. Then head over to the ballpark 

for “Touch a Truck,” and settle in for the game.   

Here are the details:  

• Who:  Men’s Group and church family.  

• What: Fond Du Lac Dock Spiders, a team of elite college players       
              who compete in the Northwoods League, versus Minnesota   
              Mud Puppies.  

• When:  Wednesday, August 5.  Picnic begins at 5 p.m., Game at 6:35 p.m.  

• Where: Pre-game picnic at McDermott Park shelter, east Johnson Street,  near  
                 intersection with Coffman Avenue, Fond du Lac.  Restrooms and plenty  
                 of room to toss a ball if you wish there. Game at Herr Baker field on  
                 campus of Marion University, Prairie Road, Fond du Lac.  

• How:  Cost for game and picnic $5. Sign up in Narthex or talk to Men’s Group member.  Limited  
              number of seats are available in our section behind home plate. This section is accessible.  

•    Why: Fun and fellowship with church family, enjoy the summer, and support the home team! 

Submitted by Jeff Strong 
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Trustees Report 

  Your Trustees have finalized and are moving ahead with the purchase of 1 new office desktop and  

2 new office laptops with Windows 11, and they should be installed sometime 

in August.  A new website is also being worked on to replace our current 

inefficient website. Hopefully, both the computers and the website will be up 

and running at the same time.   

  The Linus Project has moved to a different location, and Pacto de Gracia is 

moving down to the 1st floor for more efficiency.  They have requested to keep 

one room on the 3rd floor to store seasonal items.                                                   

The Lord be with you, Submitted by  Bill Averbeck 

 

UWF: United Women in Faith 

  UWF will serve twice at the Habitat for Humanity building site. Waiting for definite dates at this 

time. UWF Sunday is September 20th, and the guest speaker will be Rev. Ellen Rasmussen. 

Little Food Pantry continues to serve many.  Grocery costs have risen, so we greatly appreciate each 

item donated by our congregation.  We carefully plan our purchases to take advantage of sale 

prices.  If you have extra produce from your gardens now and are willing to share it, we are very 

grateful. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, September 2nd. 

    Submitted by Dea Hebel   

Sara Circle: Reading Program 

  This is my, not so gentle, reminder to turn in your reading program forms. 

If you need a form there are some on the reading cart or see me I will make sure 

you get one. Thank you for all your hard work. I know that some of our books 

were difficult to read but you  powered through.  

  In September, I will be looking for your input to pick new books for us to read.  

Submitted by Shelli Dekker   
 

Game Night 

  The weather has been a little warm, so if you are looking for a fun place to 

cool off, stop by the church on Game Night. I will be working with the church 

office to find a consistent day of the month to have Game Night. I am not sure 

how Daylight Saving Time will affect the time, so stay tuned.  

  We had a few new games, so if you want to share your favorite game, bring it 

along. Don't forget there are treats and door prizes too. I hope to see you 

there. 

Submitted by Shelli Dekker   
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2026 
Liturgist Children’s 

Time 
Acolyte Live-

Streaming 
PPT/Sound Ushers  

8/2 VBS team N/A Memphis A. Penny W. Miyeon L. 
Bill D. (Head) 

 Harold S. / Sandy T. 

8/9 Debbie C. Diane W.  Ivy T. Ava A. Diane W.  
Bill D. (Head) 

Jan A. / Sandy T. 

8/16 Bill A. Shelli D. N/A N/A N/A 
Bill D. (Head) 

Harold S. / Sandy T. 

8/23  Shelli D. Denise S. Abigail G. Mona A. Diane W.  
Bill D. (Head) 

 Jan A. / Sandy T. 

8/30 Mary B. Diane W.  Ha-el/Tay L. AJ A. Diane W.  
Bill D. (Head) 

 Jan A. / Sandy T. 

8/2     Tom & Denise Retzleff 

8/5     Gary & Donna Miller 

8/12   Dale & Gina Kutchek 

8/17   Dick & Julie Tennie 

8/18   Ron & Lori Engel 

8/23   Randall & Kayla Depies 

8/1     Abigail Gellings 

8/4     Estelle Allickson 

8/6     David Thompson 

8/8     Sandy Kilmer 

8/12    AJ Averbeck 

8/12    Sandy Thern 

8/15    Judie Duitman  

8/18    Patti Stuebs 

8/20    Adam Gellings 

8/21    Juliet Miller 

8/23    Ashley Bird 

8/27    Sandra Randall 

8/28   Randall Depies 

8/2 
UMCOR 

8/9 

8/16 

Camps and Retreats  8/23 

8/30 
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Covenant United Methodist Church 

August 2026 Newsletter    Published monthly by Covenant United Methodist Church-FDL, WI  

Phone: 920-921-4949 

Covenant UMC 
20 N Marr St.  

Fond du Lac, WI 54935 
 

THE ARK  Covenant UMC 

Ways to Give with Tithe.ly 

• Tithe.ly app 

• Text “give” to 920-267-4801 

• https://covenantforyou.church/give-copy/ 

The submission deadline is the 15th of each month at noon.  

Please get your content to the office by this date for the next month’s issue. 

Main Office Hours                                                                                                
Mon-Thurs 

9:00AM-12:00PM 

Pastor Office Hours: 
Mon– Thurs 

9:00am-3:00pm 


