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From Pastor’s Desk:
For Our Spirit and Soul

“How is it with your soul?”

This somewhat unfamiliar—even strange—question was once a common greeting among Methodists
whenever they gathered in small groups. They began their gatherings by asking one another this simple
yet profound question. It opened hearts and minds, encouraging people to share their lives honestly and
vulnerably.

Why does this greeting sound unusual to us today? Perhaps it is because we rarely talk about our spirit
and soul anymore.

In class settings, I sometimes ask people how important they believe their spirit and soul are for their
life journey. Almost everyone answers that they are deeply important. However, my follow-up question
often surprises both them and me: “How often do you talk about your spirit and soul with your family,
close friends, or church members?”

What would your answer be?
The most common answer I hear is, “Never.”

I have been reflecting on Covenant UMC from this perspective. Are we talking about our spirit and soul
with one another? Have you recently had a conversation about your
spiritual life with another church member? We talk a great deal about
missions and ministries, but not very often about the soul itself.

In reality, the many ministries of the church are not the ultimate
mission of the church. The primary mission of the church is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ, and that deeply involves our spiritual lives.
When our relationship with God grows deeper and we are filled with
the Holy Spirit, ministry and mission naturally flow from that life as
fruits of faith.

People everywhere are struggling to find meaning and purpose in life. In Christian language, we might
say they are seeking God in their daily lives. That is one of the reasons the church exists. The church is
meant to be a community where people seek God together and discover the meaning of life alongside
one another. Yet sometimes, I believe we lose sight of this essential calling.

So what should we do?
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If you ask me, my honest answer is that I do not know exactly. What I do know is the general direction
we should move toward together as a church community. We need to cultivate a culture where people
can speak openly and honestly about their spirit and soul through meaningful small gatherings.

These gatherings do not need to be formal meetings with agendas or book studies. They can simply be
relaxed gatherings among trusted friends over coffee or another drink. They should not feel like
another task or obligation, but rather a place where people can be themselves, knowing they are
accepted and cared for.

As we think about this vision of community and spiritual conversation, many practical questions
naturally arise. How do we begin? How do we form these kinds of groups? Unfortunately, there is no
single answer, because it depends greatly on each person’s context—who you feel comfortable with, the
stage of life you are in, and the passions God has placed in your heart.

In the end, the church is not built by the pastor alone. It is shaped by all of us together. That is why we
often say that the church is not simply a building, but a community of people.

If we hope to become a more spiritually grounded and spirit-focused church, I need your thoughts,
prayers, and ideas as well. Summer is often a quieter season in church life. Perhaps this summer could
be a time for us to begin talking together about the future of our church—maybe simply over a cup of
coffee.

June Worship and Sermon

I plan to begin a new sermon series in the middle of June. I have not decided on the title yet, but
the series will focus on the spirit-filled church through Acts 3—8.

One of my visions for a healthy church is finding a balance between heart and mind. By “heart,” I
mean experiencing the Triune God personally and deeply—encountering God in ways that lead us
to truly love God. By “mind,” I mean thinking about God and the world thoughtfully and critically
so that our understanding of God expands, helping us embrace different people and make a real
difference in the world.

I believe Covenant UMC has been growing wonderfully in the area
of the mind through Bible study, book discussions, and the

development of new ministries and missions. At the same time, I R
THE BOOK OF

believe we are also called to grow more deeply in the area of the
heart, which connects closely with my first article. That is one of C
the major reasons I chose the book of Acts for this upcoming

sermon series.

Through the early church, we can learn important lessons about

what it means to be a spirit-filled community. The early church was certainly not perfect. They
faced conflicts, struggles, and challenges of their own. Yet one thing people could not deny was that
they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

During this summer, I invite all of you to read through the book of Acts and reflect together on how
we might become a more spirit-filled church community.

There are also a few important notes regarding worship in June. First, we will celebrate Holy
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Communion on the second Sunday of the month rather than the first. Because of the Wisconsin
Annual Conference, I will be away on June 7. Retired local pastor Rev. Mary Balson will preach
that Sunday in my place.

In addition, I will be away on vacation during the last Sunday of June. On that Sunday, Rev. Tom
White will be preaching for us.

June Worship and Sermon

DATE CALENDAR SERMON WORSHIP
2nd Sunday - Guest Preacher: o
07 after Pentecost Local Pastor Mary Balson y Otiening fElanketsiandiliools
rd _ o
6/14 3 Sunday e Sermon: Lord’s Prayer 9 Commmaion

after Pentecost - Offering: Blankets and Tools

- Special Music
6/21 Father’s Day o Sermon: New Sermon Series: Acts 1 - Father’s Day Trivia
- Offering: Pacto de Gracia

5th Sunday

6/28 after Pentecost

- Guest Preacher: Rev. Tom White - Offering: Pacto de Gracia

Camp Scholarship

Did you know that our Annual Conference has two beautiful campsites in Wisconsin that offer
summer camps with a variety of themes every week from June through August? If you have children or
youth in your family, I encourage you to consider sending them to one of the Wisconsin UMC summer
camps. Children entering second grade and older are eligible to attend many of the camps.

These camps are not only fun and educational, but also spiritually
meaningful. They provide opportunities for children and youth to
grow in body, mind, and spirit while enjoying God’s creation and
building friendships with others. If you are a grandparent or great
-grandparent, I personally recommend considering one of the
Grandparent Camps, where families can share a meaningful faith
experience together.

To support our children and families, Covenant UMC offers camp
scholarships that cover 50% of the registration fee. Simply bring
your registration confirmation to the church office, and we will either reimburse you or pay the camp
directly. If you have difficulty registering online, please contact the church office—we would be happy
to help.

In addition, Wisconsin UMC Camps also offer several scholarships that may cover up to 50% of the
camp fee, which could potentially make camp free for some families.

More detailed information about camp schedules, programs, and registration can be found at
Wisconsin UMC Camps Summer Camps




Pastor’s Schedule in June

During the month of June, Pastor Ho Lee’s availability will be somewhat limited due to his
participation in the Wisconsin Annual Conference and a scheduled vacation time that was
postponed earlier in the year. We kindly ask the congregation to respect this time away so that he
may rest, renew, and return refreshed for ministry, except in cases of emergency such as
hospitalization or funerals.

Pastor Ho Lee’s schedule in June is as follows:

« June 4—7: Wisconsin Annual Conference

o June 22—July 4: Pastor’s Vacation

Small Group Ministry Update:
Trillium to View Wildlife Images

Trillium, a small group with a theme of God and nature, will focus on Wisconsin wildlife at its
next meeting. Snapshot Wisconsin is a trail camera project of the DNR that
reached a milestone last year: ten years and 100 million photos. View some
of the best images at the next “inside” meeting on June 10 at 1 PM in
Fellowship Hall. Included will be local images captured by Trillium
member Rich Roessler, particularly a trail cam photo of a bobcat near
Oakfield.

Recent outside excursions by the group have
been to view birds and their songs. The first, a windy bird walk at
Lakeside Park West on May 1, was part of the Bird City celebration (see
photos). The second excursion was to a Purple Martin colony in
Oakfield followed by a drive through Horicon Marsh, May 21. Meetings
and excursions are open to everyone who wishes to attend.

Submitted by Jeff Strong

Food and Fellowship

We once again had a wonderful meal together. It was great to have Dea back at the table. Dinner
was Indian food, including a vegetarian dish, a coconut dish, naan, basmati rice, salad, and mango
sorbet for dessert. For our next meal, we are headed to
Germany. Our next gathering will be on Tuesday, June
23, at 5:30 PM.

I mentioned a few other possible opportunities for food
based small groups: Prayers on the Porch or Patio and Lunch
with the Lord. Please reach out to me if you are interested in
starting a small group. Julie Tennie mentioned the Prayers on
the Porch and she has a beautiful porch and yard.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker




Welcomed Into the Covenant Family

Lauren Miller grew up in the Waukesha area —Nashotah. She and her
husband, Ben, moved here when Ben took a job as a police officer in North
Fond du Lac. He is now a train conductor for Amtrak. Lauren is a special
education teacher at Theisen Middle School. She has two step children — a
boy and girl; and is also Mom to Juliet.

Lauren enjoys reading, listening to music, and the theatre. She and her
family enjoy train travel. We are happy to have Lauren as part of the
Covenant UMC family.

Submitted by Donna Miller

On Sunday, May 3rd, our Youth and Sunday School children with their families enjoyed a wide
variety of activities at Urban Air Trampoline Park in Appleton. We had more than 20 people
attend, which meant a discount for tickets as well as a party room, pizza, and water for all who
attended. It was a memorable Family Fun Sunday! Thank you, Covenant UMC and our chaperones!

On Sunday, May 31, Covenant Youth and Sunday School children prepared most of the Graduation
Sunday Worship Service. This included songs, dances, a Children’s Witness video, speaking parts,
and Bell Choir taught by Nancy Johnstone. We wish Jacob and Henry the best with their future
plans as they graduate from High School.

Sunday School Teachers and other adults, please mark your calendars for Sunday, June 14, at
10:15 AM to meet to discuss our Saturday, August 1st, from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM one day VBS
plans! We need volunteers to help teach, prepare crafts, lead singing, serve lunch, and get the word
out to families & friends. Please see Pastor, Mona, or Julie if you are willing to help but unable to
meet on June 14th.

Although Covenant does not have Sunday School in June, July & August, we encourage you to
attend with your kids! Our congregation does not mind when children make their “joyful noises”
during the worship service. It also gives kids an opportunity to learn the order of worship and
participate in the music, Children’s Time, and sermon. We hope to see you!

Respectfully Submitted by Julie Tennie




Youth & Confirmation News

Our three confirmands—Brayden, Lily, and Kyle—faithfully completed their two-year
confirmation journey and were confirmed on May 17. We are grateful for the prayers,
encouragement, and support that our church family has provided throughout their journey.

Confirmation, however, is not the end of the journey. Rather, it marks the beginning of a lifelong
walk of faith and discipleship. As they continue to grow in their relationship with Christ, we invite
you to keep them in your prayers and encourage them as fellow members of our church family.

To help strengthen our connection with these young disciples, we will be sharing each
confirmand’s photo and faith statement throughout the summer. We hope their stories will inspire
and encourage our congregation as we continue growing together in faith.

Submitted by Pastor Ho Lee

Church Council

What Does the Church Council Do?

The Church Council helps guide the mission and day-to-day life of our congregation. It meets
monthly to pray, plan, and make decisions that keep our ministries healthy and aligned with our
purpose.

Key responsibilities include:

« Overseeing worship, education, outreach, and other ministries
o Coordinating committees and staff

o Managing policies, membership, and church operations

« Working with Finance to steward our budget

« Keeping the congregation informed and connected

The Council includes the pastor, lay leader, committee representatives, and elected members who
serve with wisdom and a heart for ministry.

Best regards, and God Bless
Thomas Retzleff, Church Council Chair




Care Committee

If you have asked for prayers during Joys and Concerns time in church, they are
- added to the prayer list in the Sunday bulletin. When the prayers are no longer
needed, please call the church office and have their name removed.

Submitted by Jan Andrews

Missions

Our loose offerings for June 7 and 14 will go to Church World Service. We are used to
hearing about Tools or Blankets for Hope, but they are so much more.

Church World Service is a faith-based organization transforming communities around the globe
through just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster. Church
World Service was born in the wake of the devastation of World War II. Seventeen Christian
denominations came together “to do in partnership what none of us could hope to do as well alone.”
In our early days, the CWS family mobilized more than 11 million pounds of food, clothing and
medical supplies for war-torn Europe and Asia. In the United States, we began to welcome refugees
who were looking to start new lives in safety, resettling more than 100,000 refugees in our first 10
years. Over the decades, the specifics of our programs have shifted and evolved. The CWS family
has grown. And our foundation of collaboration and welcome has remained unshakable. We
proudly serve as the toolbox that our neighbors near and far use to build healthy, dignified and safe
lives.

On June 21 and 28 our loose offering will go to our sister church, Pacto de Gracia. In the past
four years, Pacto has come a long way. However, they continue to need our assistance. Without our
help, they would struggle to remain a church. Reverend Janet does wonderful work with her
Hispanic congregation and we want her to be able to continue this ministry.

Submitted by Diane Weider

Loaves and Fishes

Just a reminder that July 8 is our next meal. Please mark your calendars. Just
giving the cookie bakers a heads up.

Submitted by Mona Averbeck and Nancy Johnston

UWF: United Women in Faith:

Sara Circle met May 6 briefly before we set up for the banquet. We received information
about the personal dignity kits we will prepare and send to the conference for Midwest
Distribution use. The ice cream social will be our next event on Tuesday, June 16. Final
plans will be presented at the June 3 meeting. The June meeting will be a "picnic"
potluck with the 1st half of the alphabet bringing the food.

Submitted by Dea Hebel




Mother-Other Banquet

Our annual event was successful with 86 tickets sold. We had many gift cards which were readily
taken by guests, some nice bazaar items and as usual a wide variety of delicious baked goods. We
also generated a profit of $1,954. Guests enjoyed the hot beef sandwich along with many delicious
salad choices, followed by dessert. Our entertainment was the VJam musicians from Fondy High,
piano solos by Jin & Ha-el Lee and our own Rachelettes. We are very grateful to the men who
served and cleaned up so ladies could enjoy the evening. If you didn't join us for this event, plan to
next year!! It's such a fun evening.

i Ill 1]

Submitted by Dea Hebel

The Little Food Pantry

The little food pantry is used by our friends daily and we thank you so much for your continued
support. The weather now allows us to include some fresh produce items when available. Peanut
butter, ramen noodles, microwave mac & cheese and soups are also needed.

God bless you for caring and sharing in this ministry!
Submitted by Dea Hebel

ICE CREAM SOCIAL TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026

Sloppy joe or chili dog or hot dog with toppings, chips and pickle meal is $5.00

Dessert is $5.00

:‘ *ﬁ;v < i’
.‘_(aE g ¢ E A ﬁ‘ Pie a la mode or ice cream sundae with toppings (chocolate,
- b i | caramel, nuts, strawberries, whipped cream).

e = Serving from 4:30 - 6 pm.
SCOOPS OF FuN. S
g B Please tell your friends and neighbors and bring them along to
BONY . YR this event for an enjoyable evening of food and fellowship!

THANKS SO MUCH.

Submitted by Dea Hebel




United Methodist Men (UMM)

The men’s group is considering doing a brat fry this summer. Date, place and time have not been
confirmed as of yet. Will keep you posted. There are a number of Serogy’s candy bars available and if
you haven’t already purchased some, please do. They are $2/bar with proceeds going to fund various
men’s mission projects. Any ideas on where to sell these besides at church, please let us know. We also
have burgundy T-shirts with Covenant’s logo on front and back. Please let Tom Retzleff know. It
would be nice if you would have one to wear when doing our Church fund raising events, such as Loaves
& Fishes, Men’s spaghetti nite, women’s Ice Cream social, etc. More exposure can lead to more
members! Wishing everyone a fun and safe summer.

Thank the Lord. Bill Averbeck, President

By the end of the school year, we will have delivered 16,500 pounds of bananas to 5 schools. Pier,
Riverside, Chegwin, Parkside and Evans. The United Methodist Men, with 3 outside donors will have
sent 1,200 boxes of cereal to the same schools. We reach 1,000 kids every Monday 1,000.

Submitted by Darrell Jewson

Trustees

Your Trustees are in the process of moving forward with the upgrade of our main office computer
system and 2 laptop computers with Windows 11. We have 3 estimates and now we will need to make
the decision on the type of system, hardware, etc. to purchase. As always, we are cognizant of cost, but
we do need to stay abreast of the constant changes. We had also given thought to installing 2 ceiling
fans in the Sanctuary but it was deemed unnecessary at this time. However, there is an issue at the
Parsonage and that is the fencing and lawn. The lawn has a large section that is very sparse and our
efforts to improve it have not made any dent. Stuart’s Landscaping has been contacted to come out and
give us a diagnosis. There is a portion of fencing that needs to be addressed also. We also would
appreciate it if there is any person, man or woman, who would like to help Nancy Johnston with our
garden area and shrub maintenance, please let us know. It is not a big area and Nancy has done a
super job of fall clean up, but continued maintenance is necessary periodically throughout most of the
year. And Nancy is a fun person to work with.

Let God’s way work with us. Bill Averbeck, Chair

As was mentioned in church, it seems that the evening events fit better into people’s schedules, so
night it is. At our last event, we had over 10 people, not including the committee members. Now that
it stays lighter longer, it is safer for all attendees. Our next event will be on Tues. June 3oth from
6:00—8:00 PM. We have some new games, but feel free to bring your favorite game to share. As
always, we will have treats and door prizes. Hope to see you there.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker
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June 7 Tools & Blankets

June 14 (CHURCH WORLD SERVICE)

June 21 .
Pacto de Gracia
June 28

6-10 Arthur Abitz

6-13 Miyeon Lee
6-17 Mary Balson /

6-23 Nancy Johnston . .. H A.P PY = .
6-24 Flora O’Hagan WW

™ \\
6-25 Denise Retzleff CN .
6-26 Harriet Bruhn 6-5 David & Sharon Olson
6-28 Charlize Averbeck \/ 6-5 Gary & Laurel McKee
T 6-22 Dennis & Jean Giese

2026 June Wership Velunteers

Liturgist Children’s Acolyte Live- PPT/Sound Ushers
2026 Time Streaming
. . . Bill A. (Head)
6/7 D . D. . . .
enise S Shelli Memphis A Mona A Sloan A Jan A. / Sandy T.
. Bill A. (Head)
6/14 B. . . . .
Mary Julie T vy T Ava A TomR J ST
. . .. Bill A. (Head)
6/21 Bill A. D . : . .
il A iane W Abigail G Penny W TomR Jan A. / Sandy T.
6/28 Darrell J. Diane W. Tay L. Lily K. Diane W. s

Harol S. / Sandy T.
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Covenant UMC
20 N Marr St.

Fond du Lac, WI 54935

®

Phone: 920-921-4949
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Ways to Give with Tithe.l Main Office Hours
Mon-Thurs

e Tithe.ly app 9:00AM-1:00PM

e Text “give” to 920-267-4801 Pastor Office Hours:
Mon— Thurs

¢ https://covenantforyou.church/give-copy/ 9:00am-3:00pm

The submission deadline is the 15th of each month at noon.

Please get your content to the office by this date for the next month’s issue.
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