— NEWSLETTER
THE ARK COVENANT United Methodist Church

(920) 921-4949
office@covenantforyou.church
www.covenantforyou.church
Facebook: “Covenant United Methodist Church - Fond du Lac”

From Pastor’s Desk:
- Invitation to the Gospel of Luke

We are now in the season of Lent — a sacred time for Christians to reorient our lives to the way of
Jesus Christ by adding meaningful spiritual practices to our daily routine. If you have not yet begun a
new practice to deepen your relationship with God, that is perfectly okay. Lent has just begun and now is
a wonderful time to start. Perhaps the very moment you are reading this is God’s gentle invitation to
pause and consider what might nourish your spirit in this season.

There are many holy habits you might practice during Lent. Above all,
however, I encourage every member of our church to return to the most
foundational spiritual discipline: reading Scripture.

Among the 66 books of the Bible, one of the best places to begin is with the
four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The Gospels speak directly
about the foundation of our faith: Jesus Christ—his birth, teachings,
ministry, death, and resurrection. They guide us to reflect on the way of
Jesus and the way of God’s Kingdom, which shape the direction of our lives
as believers. During this Lenten season, I would like to invite everyone to
read the Gospel of Luke in particular. There are many wonderful reasons to
choose Luke, but let me share three.

First, the Gospel of Luke is well organized and easy to read. It begins with these words: “I too decided...
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus.” The author carefully researched
eyewitness accounts and gathered stories about Jesus, organizing them into a clear and thoughtful
narrative. As a result, Luke is written in plain and accessible language, making it easy to follow. Many
beloved and familiar stories—such as the Christmas narrative, the Good Samaritan, and the Prodigal
Son—are found in this Gospel. Yet while Luke may feel familiar and approachable, it also challenges us
deeply. You can read it easily, but it will read you deeply, drawing you closer to the heart of God.

Second, Luke holds together inner spirituality and outward mission. In today’s world, churches
sometimes lean toward one of two extremes: focusing primarily on personal spiritual experience or
concentrating mainly on social transformation. A healthy church holds both together—passionate
worship of God and active participation in God’s mission in the world. Luke emphasizes prayer,
worship, and the work of the Holy Spirit more than any other Gospel. At the same time, it reveals God’s
deep concern for the poor, the outsider, and the sinner, portraying God’s Kingdom as a great reversal of
worldly values. Through Luke, we are invited into a balanced discipleship that engages both heart and
hands.
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Finally, Luke has a sequel: the Book of Acts. Most biblical scholars agree that the same author wrote
both Luke and Acts, based on shared writing style, vocabulary, theology, and early church tradition.
After reading the Gospel of Luke, you can naturally continue your journey into Acts, where the story of
Jesus’ life and ministry flows into the birth and growth of the early church. Together, these two books
offer a powerful and continuous narrative of God’s saving work in Christ and through the church.

This Lent, I invite you to open the Gospel of Luke and walk with Jesus day by day. May this journey
through Scripture renew your faith, deepen your love for God, and guide you more fully into the life of
Christ.

LUKE READING CHART FOR LENT

Day Date Scripture Day Date Scripture

Sunday 3/1 Luke 7:18-50 Day 25 3/18 Luke 20:1-47

Day 11 3/2 Luke 8:1-25 Day 26 3/19 Luke 21:1-38

Day 12 3/3 Luke 8:26-56 Day 27 3/20 Luke 22:1-38

Day 13 3/4 Luke 9:1-36 Day 28 3/21 Luke 22:39-71

Day 14 3/5 Luke 9:37-62 Sunday 3/22 Luke 23:1-25

Day 15 3/6 Luke 10:1-42 Day 29 3/23 Luke 23:26-56

Day 16 3/7 Luke11:1-32 Day 30 3/24 Luke 24:1-35

Sunday 3/8 Luke11:33-54 Day 31 3/25 Luke 24:36-53

Day 17 3/9 Luke12:1-34 Day 32 3/26 Luke1-3(2nd)

Day 18 3/10 Luke 12:35-59 Day 33 3/27 Luke 4 - 6 (2nd)

Day 19 3/11 Luke 13:1-35 Day 34 3/28 Luke 7 -9 (2nd)

Day 20 3/12 Luke 14:1-35 Sunday 3/29 Luke 10 - 12 (2nd)

Day 21 3/13 Luke 15:1-32 Day 35 3/30 Luke 13 - 15 (2nd)

Day 22 3/14 Luke 16:1-31 Day 36 3/31 Luke 16 - 18 (2nd)

Sunday 3/15 Luke 17:1-37 Day 37 4/1 Luke 19 - 21 (2nd)

Day 23 3/16 Luke 18:1-43 Day 38 4/2 John13:1-35

Day 24 3/17 Luke 19:1-48 Day 39 4/3 John18:1—19:42
Day 40 4/4 Luke 22 — 24 (2nd)

- Lenten Sermon Series and Bible Study Invitation

Our new Lenten sermon series on the Gospel of Luke is designed to guide you through this rich and
meaningful book by highlighting several of its key themes and characteristics. Reading Luke on your
own while also listening to the weekly sermons will help you go deeper into the theology of Luke and
discover the truth and hope it offers for our lives today.

If you would like to deepen your understanding even further, I invite you to read Luke: Jesus and the
Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws by Adam Hamilton. This book presents the central themes of Luke
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in a clear and engaging way, connecting the message of the Gospel to our daily
lives. Copies are available for purchase in the church narthex or church office for g
$14. This book also serves as the primary text for our Lenten Bible Study.

Our Lenten Bible Study began in mid-February, but it is not too late to join.
You are welcome to participate whenever you are able. Please refer to the Lenten
Bible Study schedule below and feel free to join us at any time.

May this Lenten season be a time of spiritual renewal and deeper faith for all
members of our church.

Lenten Bible Study Schedule

Date (Wed.) Morning at 9:30 AM Evening at 6:30 PM
February 25 Session 3 Session 2
March 3 No Class Session 3
March 11 Session 4 Session 4
March 18 Session 5 Session 5
March 25 Session 6 Session 6

- Palm Sunday: Friends Sunday

To celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and the beginning of Holy Week, we will
hold a special Palm Sunday worship service on March 29. The service will begin with a joyful
procession led by our Sunday school children and youth, who will wave palms and sing as we
remember Jesus’ entry into the holy city. During worship, we will reflect on Jesus’ journey toward
the cross by reading Scripture and singing hymns that help us remember his love and sacrifice.
This sacred time invites us to prepare our hearts as we enter Holy Week together.

 Following the service, our youth will host their annual pancake
' breakfast as a fundraiser for their upcoming mission trip. Everyone
~1is warmly invited to stay, enjoy fellowship, and support our youth.

g This Palm Sunday will also be Friends Sunday,

a special opportunity to invite family members and friends to worship with us— 4 Sudes
especially those who may not have a church home or who are not yet active in
faith. Please consider inviting them in advance using the Friends Sunday
invitation cards or church pamphlets, which will be available in the church
narthex.
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March Worship and Sermon

DATE CALENDAR SERMON WORSHIP
and Sunday . - Communion
3/01 in Lent Sermon: Luke 2 _ Offering: St. Katharine Drexel Shelter

3rd Sunday - Offering: St. Katharine Drexel Shelter

3/08 ‘0 Lent Sermon: Luke 3 Choir
4t Sunday . - Offering: Midwest Distribution
3/15 in Lent Sermon: Luke 4 _ Bell Choir
5th Sunday . - Offering: Midwest Distribution
3/22 in Lent Sermon: Luke5  _~ ~.
Palm Sunday . - Offering: Apportionment
3/29 Friends Sunday Sermon: Luke 6 _ Youth Pancake Breakfast

Small Group Ministry Update:
Trillium Year Underway

Trillium, a small group with the theme of God and Nature, completed two recent outings. The first
was to the Ice Age Trail Visitor Center near Dundee in late January. As a follow up to that, the
group learned about mammoths at its inside meeting February 11, when everyone got a chance to hold
and inspect a >4000 year old segment of mastodon tusk. The second outing, on a balmy Valentine’s
Day, was to an event at Marsh Haven Nature Center, adjacent to Horicon Marsh. Attendees took in
the exhibits and viewed numerous live birds, including a “talking” starling. In March the focus is on
gems and minerals, with a visit planned to gem and glass museums in Neenah. The next inside
meeting is March 11 at 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, outing date TBD.

Submitted by Jeff Strong

Trillium group at the Ice Age Trail Visitor Center. Mary Libertine shares a joyful moment at Marsh Haven.




Small Group Ministry Update (continued):
Food and Fellowship

Our little group got together on February 3 for a delicious baked potato bar with salad and a fabulous
dessert. I was going to take a photo but we were short a few friends so I will again next time. I have
heard that there may be interest in starting another group. Please let me know. I would like to help you
get started. Our next dinner is March 10th and the menu is breakfast for dinner. This group has
allowed us to get to know one another better and support each other through our faith.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker

Young Couples’ Night Out Report

The Young Couples enjoyed a fun and meaningful time connecting with one another while bowhng
and sharing dinner together. It was a wonderful opportunity to HE 2
strengthen friendships and build community. fhs
A special thank-you to Mona, Diane, Donna, and Julie for
lovingly caring for the children while we were out Without your | ‘

would not have been p0s51b1e Thank you also to Blake for|
coordinating such an enjoyable evening! '
We look forward to our next Young Couples’ Night, which will be held in April or May. Stay tuned for
more details!

Submitted by Pastor Ho Lee

Welcomed Into the Covenant Family

Penny Barnette was born in Camak, Georgia. She and her family moved to Florida and Penny
worked at Disney World in Orlando as a reservationist for 20 years
until she retired. She then moved back to Georgia to care for her
mother. After her mother’s passing and her husband’s passing, she
moved to Wisconsin to live with Laurel, her daughter and son-in-law
Gary. Penny and David were married 51 years before he passed. She
is mom to Laurel and Karen. Penny enjoys keeping in touch with her
4 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren and attending Bible
study. In the past she enjoyed reading and scrapbooking.

Pictured with her family: (left to right) Gary, Erin, Penny, and Laurel.

Submitted by Donna Miller

Famlly Sunday Tubing Fun! (Continued on next page)

“ A geal dowy of fellowship in the snew
af Family Fun Sundoy”




Sunday School News

On February 1st, the Sunday School class with the Covenant Youth Group drove to Sunburst in
Kewaskum to go snow tubing together. This was a fun-filled afternoon for the approximately 13 kids
and 11 adults who attended. The group was lucky to have a beautiful day for this Family Fun Sunday
event. Thank you to our church for supporting this so families did not have to pay the full price!

Our next Family Fun Sunday is being planned for May 3rd with an outing to Appleton to a
Trampoline Park. Hope more can join us that day! Look for a sign-up on the narthex table at the
end of March.

Our March Sunday school lessons include learning more about Jesus and the stories leading up
to Easter. This includes when Jesus washed his friends’ feet, Jesus teaches us how to pray, the story of
the Good Samaritan and Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. As your child brings you their craft
or handout after attending Sunday school, ask them to share what they learned. It will help to
reinforce the importance of these stories.

Plans are also being made for Graduation Sunday service on May 31 that will include our
Sunday school children and youth. We are also making plans for a 1-day Vacation Bible School
(VBS) on August 1 from 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM

Submitted by Julie Tennie

March Sunday School Schedule

DATE CALENDAR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
3/01 il Sunday Sehool Teachers: Mecting. AnnaRose A.
3/08 Br?nSEggtay :gliﬁzejégﬁsf;:maghes His Friends’ Feet” Kayla / Donna
s Sy Theme e T Ustow o oy Miyeon /Mo
afan Sl e he Gond Samariant Kash/ Donna
afap  FmSund e e Kides o Jouslemonaorkey” e el

Youth Group News

It is time for our annual Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday, March 29th. We will have
pancakes, egg bake, sausage, muffins, etc. Huge thanks to Mona for organizing this every year. The
proceeds will go toward the Youth Mission Trip that will be in Wisconsin this year. Pastor Ho Lee and
Pastor Changki Kim from Oconomowoc are still working out the details.

The Youth Group will be participating in a very special skit on Good Friday (pray
WS for a cloudy day). You won’t want to miss this. Jeff and I are really proud of the work

N—— , the youth are doing in the church.
~ Submitted by Diane Weider
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March Youth Group & Confirmation Schedule

DATE CALENDAR YOUTH GROUP CONFIRMATION
3/01 ond Sunday in Lent - No Class - Confirmation Class 6: Luke 1
3/08 314 Sunday in Lent - Youth Group Meeting: YM 360 - Confirmation Class 7: Luke 2
3/15 4t Sunday in Lent - No Class - Confirmation Class 8: Luke 3
3/22 5th Sunday in Lent - Youth Group Meeting: YM 360 - Confirmation Class 9: Luke 3
3/29 Ffiaelrrll(lissggg(aizy - Youth Pancake Breakfast - No Class

Church Council

The Church Council convened on January 26 at 6:30 p.m. Please find the discussion highlights below.

e Generosity and Missions: The council discussed concerns regarding mission projects
utilizing general funds. While there was a suggestion to reduce mission giving or reallocate
loose offerings, the council ultimately decided to maintain current mission support to uphold
the church’s commitment to its mission work.

e Computer Upgrades: The council approved a budget of up to $5,000 from Memorial funds
to replace two office computers, the sanctuary computer, and the livestreaming laptop. We
will seek three estimates for this project.

e New Member T-Shirts: We discussed providing t-shirts to new members to foster
inclusion. Due to concerns regarding inventory and sizing, we will explore options for
ordering shirts as new members join.

o Pastoral Concerns: Pastor Ho Lee expressed concerns regarding ICE activities in
Wisconsin affecting pastors and their families. Diane will share a relevant article from the
Wisconsin Annual Conference on this matter during our next meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for February 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Thomas Retzleff, Church Council Chair

Missions

I want to start this article by thanking you for your generosity. In 2025, we donated $23,167.66 to our
Mission Project. This incredible amount doesn’t even include all that the UMM and UWF donated to
missions through our fundraisers that you support. I could not be prouder of this congregation.

Our loose offering on March 1st and 8th will go to The St. Katharine Drexel Shelter. In
partnership with St. Vincent de Paul and Solutions Center Shelter & Support
Services, St. Katharine’s is dedicated to providing safety, support, and resources to
individuals and families experiencing homelessness and domestic violence. Through
emergency shelter, outreach, advocacy, and empowerment programs, they work to
foster stability, self-sufficiency, and hope for a better future. We will continue to
collect hygiene items and cleaning supplies for ADVOCAP’s Help for the
Homeless through March 15th. We appreciate any items you can bring. Some of
these items will go to the Drexel Shelter.

7 Continued on page 8
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Our loose offering for March 15th and 22nd will go to Midwest Missions (formerly known as The
Midwest Distribution Center). They are a logistical conduit for Christ's ministry. They receive a request
from trusted nonprofits, then prepare items they have and ask their supporters for items they need.
Volunteers process, revitalize, and assemble the donated items. Then, donations are shipped to their
trusted partners to distribute to those in crisis.

On March 29th (Palm Sunday) and April 2nd and 3rd (Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday) our loose offering will go to pay for our Apportionments. The first step in appreciating
Apportionments and the ministry they make possible is a fundamental attitude adjustment.
Apportionments are not a “church tax,” nor are they a form of “membership dues” or a “disciplinary
obligation.” They are a gift and an opportunity. Each dollar given to fund the apportionments of The
United Methodist Church undergoes the miracle of the loaves and fishes — they multiply to serve and
satisfy those who hunger and are in need around the world. Apportionments are an investment in
building the realm of God and spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. Lives are changed, faith is
shared, and hope is raised. By our giving, we participate in the saving of lives as well as souls.

Submitted by Diane Weider
2026 Mission Offering Schedule

Jan 4, 11 Pacto de Gracia Jul 5,12 Back to School
Jan 18, 25 Banana Project Jul 19, 26 Loaves & Fishes
Feb1, 8 UMCO Aug 2,9 UMCOR
Feb 15, 18, 22 Homg:slg (fzgg;gc AP) Aug 16, 23, 30 Camps & Retreats
Mar1, 8 St. Katharine Drexel Shelter Sep 6, 13 Rev. Eliad Santos
Mar 15, 22 Midwest Missions Sep 20, 27 Pastors Goodwill Fund
Mar 29, Apr 2, 3 Apportionments Oct 4, 11 Banana Project
Easter & Apr 5 Youth for Christ Oct 18, 25 Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Apr 12,19 Youth Mission Trip Nov1, 8 Bolivia Project
Apr 26 Native American Sunday Nov 15, 22, 29 Gifts for Families
May 3, 10, 17 Little Food Pantry Dec 6, 13 Gift Cards for Food for Families
May 24, 31 In-Gathering Christmas & Eve Warming Shelter
Jun 7, 14 (CHU’II‘{%%S\STKO%%HSI(E?{SVICE) Dec 20, 27 Apportionments
Jun 21, 28 Pacto de Gracia

Care Committee

As the month of February was National Heart Month we offered Blood
Pressure Screening on Feb 8 and 15. Hypertension can harm your heart and
brain, so it is very important to monitor and treat it. We also gave out information
about understanding hypertension and ways to manage it.
featured Heart healthy snacks!

Fellowship Hour

Submitted by Jan Andrews




UWF: United Women in Faith:

Diane shared an inspiring lesson "How is it with your soul?" which was followed by a good
discussion with all participating. We shared upcoming dates and events including Lent. We voted
to give $100 to Bob & Judy Balson for their trip to Bahamas. Plans for Mother-Other Banquet in
May have begun. We have a theme and many other ideas were suggested.

Next meeting is March 4. Submitted by Dea Hebel

Four members of Sara Circle — Donna M, Jean G, Harriet B, ¢
Cathy M and Pastor Martinez from Salem UMC - served a meal at
the Warming Shelter on January 27. Our menu consisted of John
Marzetti, garlic bread (from the UMM), salad and cupcakes. The group
also got a tour of the facility and were very impressed. I've never heard
of John Marzetti, but I was told it was a staple of the Fond du Lac
schools lunches. I learn something new every day.

Submltted by Donna Miller

United Methodist Men (UMM)

The men’s group would like to thank all those who have continued to support our banana project for
our designated schools and any other support you might be able to help with. We will be considering
future projects and suggestions are welcome.

God’s Love, Bill Averbeck, President

Trustees

Your Covenant Trustees are currently working on upgrading our office computer system. We are
still using Windows 10 which is outdated and no longer supported by Windows and we have had
numerous issues with our sound and livestream system which is directed from the main office
computer. Church Council has approved $5000 for this upgrade. We will keep you informed of our
progress. Another area being considered is fans for the sanctuary to help with saving heat and
cool air. We have found that the ceiling area above the altar going up to the bell tower has never been
enclosed. Therefore, we are losing a lot of heat in winter and cool air in summer. This will also be
addressed at the same time. This project should save considerable money on our heating bill of which
we have seen savings with our windows and doors project 3 years ago. Any questions/suggestions,
please contact any one of your Trustees.

Forward with God’s love, Bill Averbeck, Trustee Chair

The sun is out longer and the temperature is rising so it is time to come out of hibernation. At our
last game day we found our inner artist and had some delicious cupcakes. Our
next event will be on Thursday, February 19 at 6:00. I hope you will put this on
your calendar and come have some fun and hang out with friends.

Submitted by Shelli Dekker
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St. Katharine Drexel Shelter
St. Katharine Drexel Shelter
3-2 Bill Olson

Memphis Averbeck Midwest Missions

3-5 Donna Depies Midwest Missions
3-12 Spencer Depies
3-15 Adam Averbeck

Brayden Averbeck

. HAPPY °©
3-18 Harold Stroud, Sr. Py
3-19 Karen Jewson

Apportionments

3-23 Carol Miritz
3-24 Eliza Cangson
3-26 Erin McKee
3-27 Shelli Dekker
3-29 Katie Oestreich

3-9 Carmen & Harold Stroud, Sr.
3-26 Bill & Mona Averbeck

2026 March Weorship Veluntears

. . Children’s Live-
2026 Liturgist . Acolyte . PPT/Sound Ushers
Time Streaming

. . Bill D. (Head)

3/1 Denise S.  Pastor HoL. Memphis A. Mona A. Tom R. Jan A,/ Sandy T.
. . . Bill D. (Head)

3/8 Dick T. Denise S. lvy T. Ava A. Diane W. ArtA. / Sandy T.
3/15  Darrell J. Shelli D. Abigail G. Lily K. Tom R. e (I/-|ead)
3/22 Julie T. Diane W. Tay L. AJA. Diane W. Bill D./(Head)
3/29 Patti S. Patti S. Ha-el L. Mona A. TomR. Bill D. (Head)

/Sandy T.
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Easter Flowers Order Form

Please Submit by Sunday, March 22

This year, we invite you to make a donation toward our Easter flowers in memory of or in
honor of a loved one. Donations of any amount are welcome. All dedications will be recog-
nized in the Easter Sunday bulletin.

Checks should be made out to Covenant Church with a note in the memo line “Easter flow-
ers”. Include the following information with your check (please print).

Given by

In memory of

In honor of

Please get in touch with the church office with questions at (920)-921-4949.
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Covenant UMC
20 N Marr St.

Fond du Lac, WI 54935

®

Phone: 920-921-4949

Covenant United Methodist Church

March 2026 Newsletter Published monthly by Covenant United Methodist Church-FDL, WI

Ways to Give with Tithe.l

e Tithe.ly app
e Text “give” to 920-267-4801

o https://covenantforyou.church/give-copy/
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THE ARI( Covenant UMC

Main Office Hours
Mon-Thurs
9:00AM-1:00PM

Pastor Office Hours:
Mon— Thurs
9:00am-3:00pm

The Submissions deadline is no later than the 15th of each month at noon.
Please get your content to the office by this date for the next month’s issue.



